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These Considerations 


SUALLY, in any single issue of Considerations, there is one 

article that stands out and demands to be highlighted as the 

lead, to start at page 3. This time round not just one but a 

goodly ten fit this description—so much fine, insightful writ- 

ing here from talented astrologers from around the world. Af- 
ter much indecision, the nod went to Paul Mahler Dam’s description of 
events in his life that he associates with P transits; it will prompt you to 
hunt out your own diaries and consult a long-term ephemeris. 

The current transits include a relatively long-lasting ¥  B. So, to 
avoid affronting the Main Man, we have included Helen Best’s thoughts 
about the greater benefic, its hype, hope and hubris. Also, Paul Newman 
points to the effectiveness of \ in the chart of Beach-Boy Brian Wilson. 

The sequencing of the articles is always a teaser. Psychologist Rich- 
ard Vetter gets the back-end this time. Readers may prefer to run the 
full gamut of our current offering before tackling his ideas about just 
what Astrology does imply, its paradigm. Not all will agree with him. 

Sandwiched between P and the paradigm are Johann Kepler’s suc- 
cessful predictions for General Wallenstein (Vetter tells us astrologers 
shouldn’t try to predict!) translated by Ken Negus. In addition, there’s an 
evaluation of today’s US political scene from Shelagh Kendal; we have 
illuminating tales of native-American eruptions by Doug Smith; there’s 
an analysis of the planetary indicators present at the sinking of a Swedish 
ferry from Kristina Waardahl; and Dennis Saunders provides a ‘half- 
blind’ interpretation of a serial killer. 

Horary is again included. Olivia Barelay continues her so-important expla- 
nation of some of the basics. Her account of the value of the planetary dignities 
has meaning not only in horary but in all branches of our art/science. Too often 
we read that a planet is exalted or in its detriment without the writer explaining 
just what this implies. As back up, Ruth Baker provides another example of 
just how a horary expert tackles a question, while Grazia Mirti describes a so- 
phisticated 16" century horary ‘game’ in words and pictures. 

This issue of Considerations appears in November, but it is prepared 
at World Series time while the © is passing through the ? sign of balancing =, 
when the trees here in the north-east corner of this land are exhibiting their 
many glorious colorings. This week we experienced the first frost of the season, 
a reminder that the natural time of death and renewal lies just around the corner. 
That of course occurs when the © moves into Tl, the sign many of us now asso- 
ciate with P. Paul Mahler Dam says it well: “...it is the necessary ending of a 
period ... [and it] occurs before a new period (a second birth) can begin ... [our 
lives] will be changed no matter how hard we resist.” But then, after TIL the O’s 
apparent journey around the Circle of Life brings it to %, the domicile of ¥; and 
yes, one door will have slammed shut, but there’s always a new one to open. 

Enjoy 


Pluto : Refocusing on Life’s Values 
PAUL MAHLER DAM 


N ANCIENT times it was said that “the Gods keep humans work- 

ing for them” and that they were always “laughing at the humans”. 

As the planets and stars were considered to be the gods who ruled 

life on earth and influenced all human affairs, which also comes out 
in Greek myth, these old sayings seem very true, especially when read 
through astrological glasses. Sometimes we have to work hard to fulfill 
our ambitions, only to discover they weren’t really worth the effort. At 
other times we become the center of attention even though we may have 
done little to deserve it. 

Looking back over a fairly long life one is able to see how different 
planets have influenced different parts of it. Such personal experience is 
of great help in one’s consulting. I was born with B in the 1 house and 
have always wanted to better understand how this planet influences a 
person through its transits and aspects. As P’s existence has been known 
for only a very short time there is much about how it effects us that we 
do not know. 

The first descriptions of P that appeared in 
the literature in the 1930s were very amusing. 
In a German book I read about P in the 1“ 
house: “The native’s eyebrows meet in the 
middle. He has the features of a werewolf, and 
a hairy chest.” This annoyed me; I had always 
envied other men with hairy chests. 
Continuing, I learnt that I would be “a 
criminal who is addicted to black magic.” 
Later, after I had the opportunity to study 
many birth charts with B in the I* house, I 
realized that the individuals concerned had quite different appearances. 

The interpretations for P in the signs were bombastic and simplified. 
For P in & the interpretation was a single German word: heimatlos, 
meaning ‘homeless’. As PB was in & from 1912 to 1939, a period that 
covered World War I and the Great Depression, there must have been 
many poor homeless people — but everyone? The predictions for B in 
future signs were equally amusing. P in Tl, which occurred from 1984 to 
1995, was expected to promise “progress” and “mass healing”. Remem- 
bering the nuclear catastrophe of Chernobyl, Russia in 1986 and the on- 
set of AIDS, perhaps the expression “mass killing” is more suitable. 
With and ¥ in %, B in Tl can also be associated with many exposures 
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of fraud, abuses of power, narcotics and terrorism. 

It is really impossible to say anything useful about the influence of P 
before a sufficient number of horoscopes have been examined. That is 
the only way out from the darkness. First the astrologer must study the 
effect of the planet in his or her own birth chart and in those of family 
members and clients. The progressions and transits help elucidate 
events, they help identify the effect P had at various times in the life. 

By keeping a diary it is possible to study the effect of P’s aspects and 
transits, Stay within an orb of just 1° to 2°, no more. The influence of P 
in the life will then begin to emerge, even though other planets may also 
influence events at the same time. 


Paul Mahler Dam 
9:16 PM LMT (8:16 PM UT) 8" October 1931 
Bornholm, Denmark: 55NO8 15E07 


In my experience the effect of B is to redirect or refocus experiences, 
knowledge and relationships, sometimes reaching beyond birth into a 
previous incarnation. Like each of the other outer planets, P plays a sig- 
nificant role within “the course of one’s destiny”, poetically speaking, 
because of its effect on our unconscious mind. In my own life, I had to 
experience reminiscences and impulses from “the invisible world”. Asa 
result I can confirm the 8" house nature of P, but I have also become 
aware that the expression “life and death” that many astrologers use is 
often experienced as the necessary ending of a period in one’s life that 


Considerations XV: 4 


occurs before a new period (a second birth) can begin. Although this 
need not always be a dramatic change, there are also times when it ap- 
pears necessary for a garbage can to be drained off over one’s head, so to 
speak, as an indicator that something is very wrong and needs changing. 
And it will be changed no matter how hard we resist. A door is being 
slammed shut, and a new one is opening. In the same way, death is an- 
other inevitable and natural change that we may try to avoid by medical 
treatment, surgery, gene transplants, etc. — stalling efforts that often leave 
both the patient and relatives in a deplorable situation. 

The events in my own life that I will describe are associated with the 
transits of B through five houses of my birth chart. At all times the ©, ) 
and other planets have colored P’s influence. The planets (or gods) usu- 
ally work together but there are occasions when they seem to be making 
war on each other, which may be because of their differing relationships 
with “the over lords” (the fixed stars). Within such a celestial struggle, 
we are left with our “mirrors of heaven”, our birth charts. 


M Y 1* house E began its travels from being conjunct Pollux, 
the fixed star that is one of the twins in the constellation I. 
Pollux, which has a & influence, is also known as “the heart- 
less judge”. The influence of this star has stayed with B throughout my 
entire life cycle, running me around like a horse in a training ring, in a 
manége, and continuously reminding me of the karmic lessons of my 
previous incarnations. 


Progressed Ascendant and transit ) ¢ PB 

The progressed Ascendant was ¢ P when I was 15 
years old, at which time progressed PB turned 
retrograde. This time was marked by the death of 
my grandfather (born in 1865), who had meant a 
great deal to me during my childhood. He had told 
me about his life as a ship’s carpenter (a timberman) 
on a sailing ship crossing the Atlantic to America. 
One of his brothers had emigrated there in 1880, 
and later on a nephew. 

On 7" May 1945, just after the German army’s 
surrender, the Russians bombed Bornholm, the 
island of my childhood, and destroyed my 
grandfather’s house. The commander of the German 
occupation army claimed that he had been ordered 
to surrender only to the British army, not to the 
Russians. As a result we a 
experienced two days of oH 
intensive bombing, and 
then the Russians came 
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Copenhagen 


SWEDEN 


ae a 


Bornholm’ 


Baltic Sea ¥ 


and occupied us for a year. Transit was ¢ B when my grandfather died, 
about half a year after the destruction of his house. 


Transit B ¢ natal 4 andOd" 

Life goes on and at age 16-17 years B came to transit ¥ in my 3” house. 
Events during this period remind me of my previous incarnation, when I 
was a merchant in 19" century Boston. I was still living on the island of 
Bornholm and had just left high school. At that time, immediately after 
the war, it was difficult to get a job or to get into a university, so in 1948 
I had to leave my wonderful green island and go to the mainland. A 
teacher had given me an introduction to a director of the East Asiatic 
Company, based in Copenhagen. I had an interview (more like an ex- 
amination) and was given a job. After six months working there I de- 
cided I had to quit. The climate was too old fashioned, I felt confined 
and cooped up, and the old businessmen with their stiff upper lips were 
too smothering. They were flabbergasted when | told them I wished to 
leave their wonderful company, and my family was really annoyed. Later 
on, viewing the event through the glasses of reincarnation, I realized that 
I was obviously not intended to repeat any supposed business-like incar- 
nation. The refocusing power of PB had been intuitively obliged. 4 rules 
the 1 10" (with ¥) and with P also has rulership over the 6". Transit P 
had really provoked the question of how I should participate in society in 
terms of a suitable career and how I could best improve myself so as to 
avoid conflicts and problems with my employment and/or health. 
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Transit Po progressed 4 

During my time at the East Asiatic Company the retrograde ¥ had been 
transiting my natal O; it crossed it again by direct motion when I decided 
to leave in 1949. I have always found the influence of the outer planets to 
be most significant in my life. This is especially so with ¥, which at birth 
was closely ¢ ) in TJ. I used to call ¥ “my guru” for it inspired me 
through music, literature, pictures and travels not to forget all the adven- 
tures I had heard about or imagined as a boy. Obviously, with the MC in 
} and its co-ruler in Tlf, it was difficult for me to find a career that fitted 
my need for self-improvement. 

After returning to Bornholm I had to do something. I began taking 
classes in electronics, which gave me some spare time for realizing my 
musical aspirations by playing trumpet in a brass band. Progressed P was 
retrograde, indicating an urge to take action against established values; a 
process that increased in subsequent years. 

Some four years later as P transited the place of progressed 4 I was 
forced to leave my home again. But why did I have to go abroad? Transit 
X, the co-ruler of my 9" house of long journeys and matters of law, was 
simultaneously transiting my natal B. This combination was enough to 
force me to undergo my military service at a time when some units of the 
Danish army were stationed in Germany as part of the occupation forces. 
In the long run it also helped expand my consciousness. ’s co-rulership 
of the 6" also involved me in conflicts and had me stay in a military hos- 
pital for a few weeks. 

My military service was as a conscript, which meant I had to go to a 
cadets’ training camp. Initially I had applied to join the King’s Guard in 
Copenhagen as a trumpeter, and was accepted. Conflict was triggered 
when the commanding officer cancelled this acceptance as he decided I 
had only applied to avoid cadet training. Transit 4 and ¥ together on my 
2 strangled my musical aspirations. Transit P emphasized the matters of 
law and the conflict of the 6" house was followed by sickness, a viral 
infection in the throat — I was physically unable to cope with all the mili- 
taristic shouting and ordering. I had to leave the group and travel alone 
to join the Danish Command in Germany. 

A psychic medium once told me that he “saw” me in a previous in- 
carnation as an army officer riding on horseback, together with another 
officer, through a landscape in that part of Northern Germany known as 
Holstein. The military camp I had to join was in this very same area. So 
I was back in Holstein, but as a common soldier and not as an officer. I 
spent seven enjoyable months there. It is told that during the first thirty 
years of life one repeats different situations of previous incarnations. 
Progressed retrograding PB forced me to avoid repeating the past. There 
was no officer or wealthy Boston merchant for me in this incarnation. 
Even so, “the subtle voices of the past” had not completely done with 
me; they were to return in ways I could not have imagined. 
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P at the Gate of the IC 

With B approaching the IC my life gradually and definitely changed. 
First, while transit P was covering the final degrees of Q, | had to finish 
my life on the green island. Immediately after my return from Germany 
my father got a new job and my parents had to leave the island. I then 
had to leave myself to find a new job. I began language education intend- 
ing to become a translator. 

As the progressed ) crossed natal P my engagement to my girl friend 
ended. Later that same year, 1956, I met my future wife. By then I had a 
new job, now we had to find a place to live. It wasn’t easy, as signified 
by transiting E lingering retrograde just before the IC. First I was sick for 
several months, which is indicated by further aspects, but eventually we 
bought a new house and moved into it. However, the problems contin- 
ued. The house wasn’t finished according to the contract, and from the 
previous owner all we got were promises and promises without anything 
being done. After a month we gave up, had our solicitor cancel the con- 
tract, and moved out and bought another house. It all seemed very sim- 
ple, but we didn’t know that the owner of the first house had not been 
allowed to sell as he was up to his ears in debt. Despite knowing our- 
selves completely innocent, we ended up in court. After being kept in 
the dark by two quibbling solicitors in a case involving two houses we 
were told we had to pay compensation to the owner of the first unfin- 
ished house. 

I have always found there is a two way influence of P, so now as the 
transiting planet came to make its final conjunction with my IC our son 
was born shortly after the death of my father-in-law: one Tl dies and a 
new Tl is born. 


Transit P on natal ) ¢ ¥ 

Sometimes it has been difficult to cope with the ) o ¥ in my birth chart. 
Moments of inspiration and expectation were sometimes broken down or 
at least greatly disturbed. As a boy I learnt to hold back any unusual psy- 
chic experiences. When playing with other boys I sometimes “saw” one 
of them fall or be hit by someone or something a few seconds before it 
actually happened. At the same time I would feel myself moving around 
almost automatically, fortunately without doing anything wrong or ex- 
posing myself to danger. 

With transit 2 on my ) o ¥ “the Boston merchant” was revived for a 
short period. In 1960 an East German engineer had escaped from the 
DDR behind the Iron Curtain and arrived in Denmark. He turned up at 
the firm where I was employed. He was a good support and with typical 
German thoroughness he introduced several radical improvements to the 
production. After about three months he was able to speak fluent Danish. 
I had the task of guiding him and explaining Danish history, manners, 
customs and, not least, our humor, which was initially a difficult task. 


Considerations XV: 4 


We discussed the industrial progress in Germany following the war, and 
the sad wartime events he had experienced. These conversations, occur- 
ring as P transited my natal ¥ (10" ruler), gave me the idea to import and 
sell German-made electronics, so I visited the Electronic Fair in Hano- 
ver, Germany. Later, when PE left my dreamer conjunction, my merchant 
obsession also departed. During this phase, however, I had made several 
contacts for publishing German manuals and brochures in Danish, which 
stood me in good stead later, after I had lost my job. 

Many years passed before P entered =. During this period there were 
extensive changes my life, as indicated by the other planets. My experi- 
ences on %’s treadmill incited me to want to follow the impulses I re- 
ceived from M and $. These in turn helped me to adapt and prepare my- 
self for the next phase of B’s continuing examination. 


PB transits natal 3 and 8 

P’s contact with $ and the U in + again 
unveiled its Janus-like, two-sided influ- 
ence. This time it mainly involved 
psychic energies and the astral spheres. 
My experiences at this time were very 
helpful later when we started our As- 
trological Advising Service, for then we 
sometimes met people who claimed to 
be in direct contact with astral forces, 
with spiritual leaders from another 
world, with planetary spirits, and so forth. I learnt just how easy it is for 
the Luciferian power to influence human beings as they sincerely at- 
tempted to discover the meaning of Life or the truth about the Hereafter. 
Those who believe themselves in contact with the spiritual world are of- 
ten initially seduced when they receive predictions about their own life 
through a psychic medium or from using a pendulum. This can also oc- 
cur during Transcendental Meditation. These predictions may later ap- 
pear to be fulfilled, which makes the person believe he or she is on the 
right track and really in contact with “heavenly forces”. It is only much 
later, after the person has come to experience increasing unpleasantness 
that the original lack of common sense becomes obvious. 

P’s transit of and the © confirmed the description of 3 as being “the 
messenger of the gods”. Strange things happened in our house. Psychic 
phenomena escalated over a period of more than a year. A mirror 
mounted behind a candlestick on the wall was lifted up and tossed into 
the middle of the room where it landed without being broken. Cracking 
sounds were heard in the windows; a standard lamp was tilted; the light 
of candles changed color. The situation was unreasonably persistent; it 
was impossible to stop the phenomena. We decided to find out who or 
what in the house was behind it all. I connected two golden rings on a 
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thread, made a circular alphabet, and placed one of the rings on my mid- 
dle finger. Now the lower ring swung from letter to letter and I dictated 
these to my wife, who wrote them down. Later the process went so 
quickly that I “heard” the words in my head — sometimes entire sentences 
— and my wife really had to hurry. In the end, after several days and 
nights, over a hundred pages had been “dictated”. During the séances the 
thin thread connecting the rings became stiff, like a spring pointing out 
and swinging up and down from my finger. 


Now the situation became troublesome, for the messages included an- 
swers to unvoiced questions my wife had “thought” about things we 
knew nothing about. It was impossible for me to have previously known 
the answers that came. We received predictions concerning the future 
political situation in Europe, in the USA, in Australia, etc., and then 
learnt from the TV, radio or newspapers that these predictions were accu- 
rate. We also received personal forecasts about how we would act or not 
in the future, and in due time observed these beginning to come true. 
Everything seemed reliable! Obviously all of the rest of what had been 
predicted about own lives might be correct. Yet the idea that we had 
been selected or “chosen by the heavenly power” appeared so exagger- 
ated and unlikely that we didn’t tell anyone anything. 

So what was the use of all this? Well, we had to refocus our ideas 
about the planets’ energies and the fact that good and evil, light and 
darkness, always act simultaneously. The presence of one ensures the 
presence of the other. We had to lean to use our SQ (spiritual quotient), 
not just our IQ. 
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Even so, when attending parties at this time, I would succumb to the 
temptation to demonstrate how | could change the aura of a candle’s 
flame. When asking for a ?-aura the flames became soft and golden; a $- 
aura was blue; a 4-aura was dark red with some grain circulating within 
the flame. Also, using any available string and a paper clip, I usually 
couldn’t help showing the thread-spring phenomenon. 

The “messages” included strange names and words that were un- 
known to me then. They showed up later, during my study of literature, 
as, for example, the names of fixed stars and constellations on ancient 
cuneiform tablets, or in the history of the Aztecs, or in Chinese astrology. 
And some of the predictions were really fulfilled but in a way that was 
different from what we had been led to expect. This period involved the 
receipt of a large quantity of information that we constantly had to sort 
out. The entire experience of our contact with the invisible world has 
been extremely valuable. 

I will never forget events during the night of my deceased father’s 
birthday. The entire house was filled with a soft, peaceful ringing, like 
the sound of many harps being played, and we were told the names of 
those deceased family members who were visiting us. The next morning 
our 5-year-old daughter, who had been sleeping peacefully upstairs, told 
us that she had dreamt about an aunt, my father’s sister, whom she saw 
wearing a hat with a brilliant stone and accompanied by a dog. She also 
saw white and black angels ringing small hand bells. “They left through 
the wall,” she said. Her description of my aunt was very exact. I had 
lived in my aunt’s house during my schooling. 


Transit B ¢ natal O 

The XX transit over my © in 1971 at the same time that the progressed 
MC was conjunct a retrograde progressed )K indicated a new, well paid 
job, but four years later when the progressed MC arrived at the natal po- 
sition of { everything changed again. | was fired and as a result forced to 
expand my astrological activity. Then in 1976 transit P « my natal © 
turned my life upside down again when our psychic experiences were 
publicized through newspaper and TV interviews. The P transit coin- 
cided with increased public interest but it also brought unpleasant reac- 
tions from religious and scientific groups, even from some astrological 
factions, which didn’t make our life easier. 

At the same time transit PB also indicated money. My aunt died and 
the legacy we received from her was very welcome. Her death is more 
clearly indicated however by transit { conjunct o in Tl, ruler of my 11" 
house. 


Transit Bo natal 2 
A conjunction of B with 2 should be interpreted as being good, but be- 
tween them they rule my 5", 6" and 12" houses, and this transit signified 
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an operation followed eight months later by a heart attack. As a result I 
had to stop teaching astrology, my wife and son replacing me in this. As 
books on astrology in Danish were badly needed, I stayed at home and 
began writing my books. Our son, who was then studying at the univer- 
sity in Copenhagen, discovered several medieval manuscripts that I have 
described in a previous article.’ These contain astrological theories and 
methods from the time of the great Danish astronomer/astrologer Tycho 
Brahe that made it possible to add some very useful information to the 
existing (somewhat poor) interpretation methods. Again PB indicated 
money as my earnings became stabilized for many years ahead. 


Transit B ¢ natal 

Of course P’s conjunction with o” in Tl in 1989 had to indicate the death 
of friends and relatives — a dear friend and another aunt — as emphasized 
by natal o” being conjunct the fixed star Zuben el Genubi (the Southern 
Scale). At the same time B’s double-edged influence was shown again 
and again as I experienced increased vitality and energy, writing several 
books and advising numerous Scandinavian and foreign clients. 


Transit B squaring natal MC & IC 
This occurred in 1997-98 and coincided with the time when we finished 
our teaching in order to pay more attention to the family and home life. 


Looking back, the time of my psychic experiences that occurred when 
transit P was conjunct natal can also be characterized by the position of 
the progressed O, which was then in the 28" degree of Tl. 

The Mandala symbol for this is The King of the Fairies approaching 
his Domain. 

According to Dane Rudhyar the keynote of this degree is: “The 
capacity of man to recognize and to pay homage to an integrating 
Principle at the core of all existence.” 

I have always been fascinated by this particular symbol, which is de- 
scribed as “the stage where the presence of a spiritual unifying factor 
begins to be sensed by the individual perhaps weary of the outer shows 
of his culture. An inner allegiance begins to polarize the consciousness.” 


' “The Enlightened Middle Ages of Astrology” in Considerations, XV: 1 
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Kepler as Practicing Astrologer 
Translation & Commentary 


KEN NEGUS 


OHANN KEPLER (1571-1630), great 
scientist (discoverer of the three laws of 
(_ planetary motion), and perhaps even 

greater astrologer (though seldom recog- 
nized as such), has appeared in the pages of most 
writings by the astrological community mainly as 
a philosopher and theoretician of astrology. Here 
he is presented as a practitioner. 

The following is Kepler's natal interpretation, 
plus directions over many years, of the birth chart of Generalissimo 
Albrecht Wallenstein (1583-1634), the most powerful military leader on 
the Imperial side in the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) and known to be 
an arrogant and highly ambitious man, as well as very superstitious. 
The prominence of the Jupiter-Saturn conjunction makes this document 
particularly timely at the present time. I think you will find that the 
method of the interpretation is remarkably close to that of many astrolo- 
gers of today. On the other hand, you will also find Kepler's original 
thinking on some issues, such as houses to be ahead of his time (and even 
our own!). He stresses the importance of angular planets and houses. 
Planets in the same sign, but not in conjunction, are considered to be 
connected, almost as if in conjunction. He has his own rules about ruler- 
ships. Few present-day astrologers would be as brutally frank about 
character flaws, as is Kepler. The main problematical issue is his use of 
primary directions, for which he apparently uses a variety of formulas, 
and leaves us baffled as to the rate of motion in certain cases. In an ap- 
pendix Ken Gillman attempts to cast some light on this matter. 

From here on, Kepler’s text will be in regular type, my own comments 
in italics. 


Brief Explanation of the Horoscope 

Whereas astronomy teaches that there are seven planets, and that they 
travel constantly along their path (divided into twelve signs), astrologers 
on the other hand divide the sky into 12 houses, and from each of them 
derive certain information. Thus we have here the 10" degree of Aquar- 
ius in the first house of life, and it follows Saturn and Jupiter, the two 
highest [7. e., most distant] planets, joined together in the sign of Pisces; 
in the second house Aries; in the third Taurus; in the fourth Gemini — in 
which is found the Moon’s intersection, commonly called the Tail of the 
Dragon. In the fifth house is also the sign of Gemini; in the sixth Cancer; 
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in the seventh house (from which one customarily conjectures about mat- 
ters pertaining to marriage), stands the tenth degree of Leo, followed by 


Mercury in Virgo, opposing the light of Saturn and Jupiter. It is followed 
by the Sun at the beginning of Libra, and then Mars (very far from the 
Earth), standing next (following the Sun); this is followed by Venus in 
Scorpio, in trine to Saturn and Jupiter. In the 9" dwells Scorpio, in the 
10" is found the 8" degree of Sagittarius and also the Head of the Dragon 
or intersection of the Moon; in the 11" also Sagittarius. At the entrance 
to the 12" house (titled that of imprisonment), is found the Moon in the 
7" degree of Capricorn, squared by the Sun and widely sextiling Venus. 

This, then, is the astronomical description of the celestial figure, and a 
delineation of its character. 


On the Ruler of the Geniture 

If I did not give information on the ruling planets of this nativity, one 
might think that I am indolent. I proceed here, however, differently from 
other astrologers. Yet it is curious that in this nativity three completely 
different ways of judging each planet’s strength agree with each other. 
The first method is that of the Chaldeans and the Arabs, and is un- 
founded. According to this, it is supposedly Saturn’s day and the Sun’s 
hour. The second method is favored by the majority of astrologers — al- 
though I hold little belief in it; for because the rising sign (Ascendant), 
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Albrecht Wenzel Eusebius, Herzog de Wallenstein 
4:13:47 PM LMT (3:13:27 PM UT), 14" September 1583 
Frydlant: SON56 1SE05 

Bohemian general, born in Bohemia. During the Thirty Years’ 
War he became commander of the imperial armics and won a se- 
ries of victories (1625-29), gaining the titles of Duke of Mecklen- 
burg and ‘General of the Baltic and Oceanic Seas’. His ambition 
led to his dismissal in 1630, but he was reinstated to defend the 
empire against Swedish attack. He recovered Bohemia, but was 
defeated by Gustavus Adolphus at Liitzen (1632) and was again 
dismissed. His intrigues led to an imperial proclamation of trea- 
son, resulting in his assassination at Eger by Irish mercenaries. 
—The Cambridge Biographical Encyclopedia 


Sun and Moon are in the three signs of Water Bearer, Scales and Moun- 
tain Goat, and all are assigned to Saturn’s rulership, therefore astrologers 
his helper, because it is in the sign of the Fish. This sign, along with the 
would count Saturn as the Ruler of the Geniture, and appoint Jupiter as 
Archer which occupies the tenth house, the most distinguished place in 
the middle of the sky, is considered to be Jupiter’s own sign. The third 
method speaks only of which planets are well placed according to the 
hour, and are most conspicuous in the habits and nature of a human be- 
ing. Thus, because Saturn and Jupiter are in the first house, to which I 
give special attention, I maintain that Saturn and Jupiter do the most. 
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On the General Meaning of this Celestial Figure 

Inasmuch as this gentleman was born at the reported time, day and hour, 
one can accordingly say in truth that it is not a bad nativity, and that it 
has highly important indications. First: the Great Conjunction of Saturn 
and Jupiter in the first house. Second: Mercury and the Sun in the angu- 
lar seventh house. Third: the Sun at the cardinal point of the autumnal 
equinox; Fourth: Mars at its highest point and in companionship with the 
Sun. Fifth: four planets with conjunctions, oppositions, sextiles and trines 
connecting them — namely Saturn, Jupiter, Mercury and Venus; Sixth: 
the location of the Great Conjunction of 1603, which took place in the sf 
degree of the Archer at the Midheaven of this nativity; the future place of 
the Great Conjunction of 1623 on the Descendent. But this nativity also 
has a great flaw, in that the Moon is thrown into the 12" house; in addi- 
tion other astrologers will assume that the Moon is in its detriment, or in 
a harmful sign. 


On Various Meanings 

Astrologers have devised the division of 12 houses, as explained above, 
in such a way that they might give answers to all the questions that peo- 
ple would like to ask. I, however, regard this practice as impossible, su- 
perstitious, divinitory, and similar to Arabic sortilege, since immediately, 
and without knowing a birth time, one answers yes or no to any question 
that occurs [to the questioner] and thus makes astrology into an oracle, 
and consequently relies upon inspiration from the heavenly (or better, 
hellish spirits). 

Since therefore it is not my custom to go through the houses in this 
manner and to discuss specialized questions, no one can attribute indo- 
lence to me for it, inasmuch as I am refraining from it for good reason. 

Although some of the following may sound as if | surrendered to ran- 
dom happenings, and that I guessed on the basis of fortuitous events or 
contingencies, such things should not be understood any differently than 
what this [following] explanation might be capable of: namely, according 
to this rule, i. e, that whichever astrologer predicts exclusively from the 
sky, and does not base his statements on the temperament, soul, reason, 
strengths, or physical makeup of that human being, whom the prediction 
concerns — that astrologer is not on the right track; and even if he is suc- 
cessful, it is happenstance. Whereas the heavens can give man everything 
that he can hope for, the heavens are nonetheless only his father; his own 
soul is the mother, and as no child can be created outside his mother’s 
body (even if there were ten fathers), in like manner one hopes in vain 
from above for any stroke of fortune of which there is no precondition in 
the human soul and temperament. On the other hand, the greater the cor- 
respondence between the womb and the male seed, the more the inclina- 
tion our hidden powers of soul will have for the configurations appearing 
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in the heavens, and will be enlivened by them and will at birth be indeed 
given form and character. 

Thus | would like to write that, in truth, this gentleman has an alert, 
motivated, energetic, restless temperament, desirous of all kinds of 
innovations, scornful of ordinary human nature and activities, and seeks 
new, untried or strange ways to accomplish tasks, yet has much more on 
his mind than he allows to be seen or hinted at. For Saturn rising creates 
deep, melancholy, always alert thoughts; arouses interest in alchemy, 
magic, wizardry, association with spirits, contempt and indifference for 
human laws and customs, also for all religions; regards every thing with 
suspicion and mistrust that is done by God and man, as if all were noth- 
ing but deception and something other were behind it than is claimed. 

And because the Moon is in its detriment, his nature, as described 
above, will lead him into disadvantage and contempt on the part of those 
with whom he associates, so that he will be regarded as a lonely and shy 
person. As imposing as he may appear: [he is] merciless, without broth- 
erly or conjugal love, respectful of no one, dedicated only to his lusts, 
severe with his inferiors, relating everything to himself, avaricious, de- 
ceptive, inconsistent in his manner, usually uncommunicative, often 
given to outbursts; also contentious, undaunted, because Sun and Mars 
are together; and Saturn misleads his imaginings, so that he is often 
afraid for no reason. 

The best thing about this nativity, however, is that Jupiter follows 
[Saturn] and gives hope that at a mature age he will temper most of his 
vices and will dignify this unusual nature of his by dealing with worthy, 
important matters. 

Also indicated is great thirst for honor and striving for worldly posi- 
tion and power, whereby he will make enemies that are harmful, and 
both public and secret; but for the most he will deal with and triumph 
over them. Thus this nativity has much in common with that of the for- 
mer chancellor of Poland, the queen of England, and such others who 
have several planets rising and descending around the horizon. Therefore 
there is no doubt, insofar as he heeds the course of the world, that he will 
succeed in achieving high offices, wealth, and, after he has acquired 
courtly manners, will enter into an advantageous marriage. 

And because Mercury is in such a close opposition to Jupiter, it ap- 
pears that he will be uncommonly superstitious and will thereby draw a 
great many people to him; or will sometime allow himself to be thrown 
into the position of the ringleader of a discontented mob. For the great 
conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter in the ascending position of the con- 
junction(s) in the angles, and the Sun in the place of the great opposition 
in 1613 combine then and in the following years of his life to indicate all 
kinds of gruesome, terrible upheavals affecting him — as will later be 
reported in more detail 


Considerations: XV: 4 


What follows are Kepler's predictions for previous and the following 
years in the life of Wallenstein. We have a bonus in Wallenstein's own 
commentary to several of these prognostications some years later. How 
often does an astrologer have the benefit of such information? And how 
ofien such a daunting test of his ability? 

To be noted here is that Kepler apparently uses very wide orbs for his 
own kind of “primary directions,” thus requiring no precise calculations 
in most cases. In fact, degree-for-a-year directions on the ecliptic will 
usually do quite well if the reader wishes to quickly verify at least some 
of them. There may seem to be several errors in calculation. But they 
may also be explained by Kepler's idiosyncratic rates of direction, which 
may change from one planet or point to another. He offers no formulas 
here. Thus an opportunity presents itself for some research on the part of 
others more knowledgeable in astrological directions of past centuries 
than I am. Now back to Kepler: 


Concerning Various Time Periods 

I use the doctrine of directions according to my own, quite reasonable 
method, which is derived from all others and is mixed with them. The 
following was found by my diligent calculations: (I am omitting the bad 
directions for the 3“, 7, and 9" year.) 

In the 11", 12" and 13" year of age he probably had a restless and 
frustrating time of it, for Ascendant trining Mars means journeys; Moon 
in sextile to Saturn means external shortcomings, but also the favor of 
elderly people; MC in square to Saturn means a misfortune and perhaps a 
misdeed. 

From the 15" into the 20" year there are mainly good indications, and 
directions of the Moon making a trine to Mercury, a sextile to Jupiter; the 
M. C. a square to Mercury and Jupiter (this /indicates] being somewhat 
out of favor and quarrelsome with scholars and learned doctors); Ascen- 
dant in a trine to Venus also present. 

In his 21“ year there is a very dangerous direction of the Ascendant to 
Saturn and simultaneously fa direction] of the Moon to a square with 
Mars in this horoscope; he probably managed to come out of this alive 
only with great difficulty. At that time there was also a great conjunction 
of Saturn and Jupiter on the M. C. of this horoscope; this would have 
disposed and irritated this person to become involved in many confused 
activities. [Wallenstein: In my 224 year | had the Hungarian illness and bu- 
bonic plague, in January of 1605.) 

In his 23 and 24" year he had a direction of Ascendant to the body 
of Jupiter and opposite Mercury; Moon in a trine to the Sun; and MC toa 
sextile with Mars. This should have improved his state of health, and 
caused him to become adventuresome and to go on journeys, also quar- 
relsome; and, finally, amorous; indeed it provides an opportunity for an 
affluent and splendid marriage. 
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This present and next year [/608-09] are not especially good, for this 
summer the hot planet Mars will be moving /transiting] across the de- 
gree of the Ascendant three times and will bring many restless, angry 
thoughts. Likewise it will not spare Saturn in the coming year, particu- 
larly in March, July and December, and especially since there is a direc- 
tion of the MC to a square with the Sun, and of Ascendant to an opposi- 
tion with the Sun. This will make this gentleman self-centered, quarrel- 
some, defiant, arrogant and audacious; from these vices he can all too 
easily fall into dangerous conflict with his lord, or otherwise with highly 
placed potentates. 

In his 28" year, the year 1611, there is a direction of the Sun to Mars, 
followed soon thereafter by the powerful [transiting] opposition of Sat- 
urn and Jupiter [two years later! - KGN.]. Then presumably he will be 
promoted and called up for military duty, or otherwise be advanced to a 
political office. He must, however, avoid becoming overzealous or too 
defiant, so that he avoids having to pay with his life, or otherwise fall 
victim to an infectious illness. (Wallenstein: “In 161 | was not ill, nor was 1 
called into military service, but | experienced a great abundance of difficul- 
ties. \n the year 1015, in September, | became ill and barely came out of it 
with my life. In this year, a few months before my illness, | was appointed to a 
wartime military post.) 

The above anticipates 1613, since he has an evil return to the original 
nativity and will come into an extremely confusing situation, and, as 
well, will become aimless and erratic, because of the direction of the 
Moon’s square to the Ascendant. 

In his 33" year there is a direction of the MC to the Moon. This might 
offer an opportunity for a splendid wedding, if he wishes to take advan- 
tage of it. The astrologers would be prone to add that it would be a 
widow, and unattractive, and would be rich in properties, buildings, cat- 
tle and cash. I, however, am of the opinion that he would be content with 
such a woman before all others, although it probably cannot be specified 
from the heavens, for his nature and inclination have more to say to me 
than a star. (Wallenstein. “In 1609, May, entered into this marriage with a 
widow, who is therefore described here accurately. — In 1614, on March art, 
she died; and | married a previously unmarried woman on June 7 1623" 

In his 37" year there is again favor from women: a direction of the 
Sun to a sextile with the Moon. 

In the 39" and 40" year comes a very dangerous direction of the As- 
cendant to an opposition with Mars [this is about eight degrees out of 
range by degree per year calculation — KGN.] and simultaneously a 
Great Conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter /transit] on the cusp of the sev- 
enth house. If astrologers were to see this direction, Mars in the eighth 
house, auguring death, they would without any doubt avow that it means 
death. I however derive nothing more from this than: at this time he will 
be abrupt and thoughtless and will easily fall into danger, be it from fal- 
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ling, jumping, fighting, or also with excesses of eating and drinking at 
will, and thus might contract dysentery or venereal disease. If he is not 
careful, he will survive it all the less well; but if he takes care, it will be a 
warning. (Wallenstein: “In 1620 | became deathly ill, and | believe the illness 
was caused by me with my drinking: it could have been the “Hungarian illness 
[venereal disease? — KGN.], but the experience and diligence of the phy- 
sician averted it.) 

In the 42™, 44" and 46" year pleasant experiences, including some 
with women. There are good, gentle directions of the Ascendant to a 
trine with the Moon; MC to a sextile with Venus; Sun to Venus. [Only 
the Oto Pis within range a degree per year. — KGN.] 

From the 47" into the 52™ year he should begin to experience in- 
crease in possessions, authority and esteem, because the Ascendant, MC, 
and Sun come to favorable connections with Saturn, Jupiter and Mer- 
cury, thus produce several aspects within a few years [of these, only the 
O direction is correct by degree per year — KGN); to these is added a 
tenth aspect, i. e. the Moon to a trine with Mars. He might, however, 
have to do penance for this with a case of gout (because he is otherwise 
in good health, and not subject to many diseases). 

In his 57" year fortune becomes a bit abrupt; and this is exacerbated 
by the direction of the MC to Mars [no such aspect by degree per year — 
KGN.]; at the same time, however, there is also the direction of Ascen- 
dant to a trine with the Sun [7° orb! — KGN], which motivates him to 
behave elegantly and to engage in extravagance. 

In his 59" and 60" year there are again good and pleasant directions 
of the MC to a trine with the Sun, and of Moon and Sun to their sextiles 
[so themselves). 

In his 67" year the South Node comes to its rising and brings strokes. 
And although in the 69" year the Moon comes to a trine with Venus and 
is stimulating, nonetheless soon in the 70" year the direction of the As- 
cendant to the square with Saturn is before the door, and also the Moon 
is approaching Saturn — from which I assume a four-day fever will be- 
fall him or a severe chill, which, at this age, he is not likely to survive, if 
he has not already succumbed in the 28" or 40" year, as is reported 
above. 

“Vidit Deus omnia, quae fecit et ecce erant valde bona.” [“And God 
saw everything that he had made and behold, it was very good."], Gen. I. 
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KEN GILLMAN 


LL OF Kepler’s time periods are primary directions. Using 

Rumen Kolov’s software’, it is simple to closely replicate the 

directions Kepler lists for Wallenstein. They are all primary 

directions along the ecliptic with 0° latitude (in zodiaco) in 
the Regiomontanus system’. Two different time keys are used: conjunc- 
tions to an angle use the secondary © in RA, while all other directions 
use the ©’s RA motion on 24" September 1583, Wallenstein’s birthday 
(1.10873° per year). 

The table on the next page compares Kepler’s dating with those ob- 
tained using Dr. Kolov’s software. The only timing with a large variance 
is & o¢ Mc, The computer calculates this for July 1626 while Kepler has it 
for Wallenstein’s 57" year, in 1640. This apparent error may simply 
have been a typo that resulted from Kepler misreading the 40° direction 
arc as 1640. 

The first direction Kepler mentions is the Ascendant trining o’, which 
he says occurred in Wallenstein’s 11" year. We know the Ascendant at 
birth was 10° ~: and that o* was then in the 8" house at 28° =. Hence the 
Ascendant is 4 o” when either 28° II or 28° rises at the birth location 
(geographic latitude = 50N56). Obviously Kepler refers to 28° =, which 
is some 18° distant in longitude from the ascending degree. 

There are several ways of finding this direction arc. The simplest 
method makes use of a computer program like Solar Fire. First set up the 
natal chart and note its RAMC. Then adjust this chart by changing the 
Ascendant to 28° #», and note the associated RAMC. The direction arc is 
the difference between these two RAMC values. 

The same result can be obtained from use of the appropriate Table of 
Houses, again noting the difference in RAMC between 10° #* rising at 
50N56 and 28° & rising at the same latitude. 


ASC MC RAMC 
10°48" 8°00? 246.2167° 
28°00" = 16°46 ¥ 255.6167° 

Difference: 9.6° 


' Rumen Kolov’s software for primary directions, Placidus, was reviewed in 
Considerations XIII: 4. Contact Dr. Kolov at Zenith@mbox.digsys.bg 

? Readers should be aware that these primary directions are not at all the same as 
the Zodiacal Directions provided by the Solar Fire software. 
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KEPLER'S DIRECTIONS FOR WALLENSTEIN 


Computer calculations 
Kepler's directions Progressed Birthday 
solar arc in RA solar arc in RA 

Aspect | Year of age Year Arc |Dateexact| Are | Date exact 
Asad Lith 1594 9.60 5/1594 
deh 12th 1595 9.61 5/1594 
Meo 13th 1596 11.84 | 11/1596 
Mo | 15th-20th | 1598-1603 16.13 | 8/1601 

Meo Isth- 20th | 1598-1603 15.67 | 2/1601 
Dad 15th-20th | 1598-1603 17.52 | 2/1603 
dud 15th-20th | 1598-1603 17.13 | 9/1602 
4saQ | 15th-20th | 1598-1603 18.11 | 10/1603 
Aso 21st 1603 19.08 | 8/1604 

dud 21st 1603 22.05 | 3/1608 
aso | 23rd & 24th 1605 20.60 | 3/1606 

As 2% | 23rd & 24th 1605 20.78 | 6/1606 

Meat | 23rd & 24th 1605 21.59 | 9/1607 
DaO© | 23rd & 24th 1605 24.55 | 12/1610 
Mea@ | next year 1609 24.71 | 2/1611 
’s?Q | next year 1609 24.14 | 1/1610 

Org 28th 1611 25.50 | 1/1612 
asad 30th 1613 26.69 | 4/1613 
Moo D 33rd 1616 31.21 | 5/1617 
O*d 37th 1620 35.01 | 7/1622 
As Pot |  39th-40th 1622-1623 | 36.20 | 6/1622 
Asad 42nd 1625 40.61 | 10/1628 
Mex 44th 16027 | 42.01 | 4/1630 
Oto? 46th 1628 44.98 | 8/1633 
Qa | 47th-sand | 1630-1635 42.97 | 5/1631 
Mex | 47th-Sand | 1630-1635 44.39 | 12/1632 
Ox% | 47th-Sand | 1630-1635 44.42 | 12/1632 
Dad | 47th-Sand | 1630-1635 45.93 | 8/1634 
As+% | 47th-S2nd | 1630-1635 47.46 | 5/1636 
Qa | 47th-s2nd | 1630-1635 47.58 | 6/1636 
Mew | 47th-S2nd | 1630-1635 | 48.14 | 2/1637 
Mca | 47th-Stnd | 1630-1635 48.59 | 8/1637 
4s#\ | 47th-S2nd | 1630-1635 | 49.65 | 10/1638 
4sa% | 47th-Sand | 1630-1635 49.92 | 1/1639 
Meo of S7th 1640 40.23 | 7/1626 

Asa0 57th 1640 55.25 | 12/1644 
D*D | S9th&6Oth | 1642-1643 52.20 | 8/1641 
©xO | soth& 60th | 1642-1643 54.70 | 5/1644 
Mca © 59th & 60th 1642-1643 56.86 10/1646 
Ba As 67th 1650 67.61 | 8/1652 
Dag 69th 1652 59.04 | 3/1649 
der 70th 1653 62.92 | 6/1653 
Asoh 70th 1653 70.25 8/1661 
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The RAMC difference is multiplied by the time key (for Wallenstein 
the © moved 1.10873° of RA on his birthday) to obtain the date when 
this direction is exact. 


9.6 times 1.10873 = 10.6438 years after birth 
or 10 years 7 months 22 days after 24" September 1583, 
or 16" May 1594. 


Unfortunately aspects between pairs of planets by primary direction 
are not calculated as easily. Rumen Kolov’s Placidus software was used 
to replicate the remainder of Kepler’s directions, as shown in the oppo- 
site table. 


Rectification 

Based on the information Wallenstein provides, namely that he married a 
widow in May 1609, that she died on 23" March 1614, and that he re- 
married on 9"" June 1623, we can attempt to rectify Wallenstein’s chart 
so that ) ¢ Mc occurs on or near May 1609, o & As close to March 1614, 
and for the appropriate direction to occur around March 1614. We can 
assume that Kepler made a similar rectification, for on a later occasion 
when Wallenstein came back to him and requested further predictions, 
Kepler was able to forecast “fearful disorders” for March 1634, Wallen- 
stein was assassinated on 25"" February 1634, and this caused widespread 
disruption in Germany. From the opposite table we have: 


Direction Computer Event Event Timing 
timing date difference 

direct Doe | May 1617 | Marries widow 5/1609 | - 8 years 

direct oo As | June 1622 | Wife dies 3/1614 | - 8 years 

direct 90° As | May 1632 | Marries maiden 6/1623 - 9 years 

converse oO oMc | July 1626 | Death 2/1634 __| +8 years 


If we adjust the birth time so that the first two (direct) directions be- 
come exact eight years earlier, this should make the fourth direction 
(converse) exact eight years later. 

This rectification works better when the bodies are physically at the 
angles (expressed in terms of both longitude and declination) rather than 
just angular by longitude, i.e. using primary directions in mundo rather 
than in zodiaco. 

For ) & Mc to be exact on 5/15/1609, the midpoint of the month in 
which Wallenstein first married, the birth would have had to have oc- 
curred at 3:44:40 PM UT. 

For o & As to be exact on 3/23/1614, the day Wallenstein’s wife died, 
the birth would have had to have occurred at 3:45:43 PM UT. 
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The 2 & As aspect requires a birth at 3:31:53 PM for the 6/9/1623 
marriage, which is somewhat distant from the times suggested by the 
other two primary directions. Fortunately, we can replace this by ) o? As 
(a converse primary direction that Kepler does not mention), which is 
also an appropriate marriage indicator. It would have been exact on 
6/9/1623 had the birth occurred at 3:43:23 PM UT. 

Let’s average these three times: 

DoMe 3:44:40 
SPAS 3:45:43 
De As 3:43:23 
Average: 3:44:35 


Wallenstein (Rectification using marriages) 
3:44:35 PM UT (4:44:55 PM LMT), 23 September 1583 


The above chart is erected for this 3:44:35 PM UT time. From it we 
can associate four of the dated events in Wallenstein’s life with close 
primary directions to the chart’s angles: 


Direction Exact on Event Event date_| Timing Error 
DoMe d 5/23/1609 Marriage 5/22/1609 Exact 
SPAS d T/AZ/1614 Wife died 3/23/1614 4 months 
Deas c 10/16/1623 Remarried 6/9/1623 4 months 
vo c 3/21/1634 __| Assassinated | 2/25/1634 | month 
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Note that the birth time associated with the exact timing of these four 
directions was obtained by averaging the birth times associated with just 
three of them. The fourth direction, o* ¢ Mc, was not used to obtain this 
birth time. 

For the direction o* ¢ Mc to have been exact on 2/25/1634, the day 
Wallenstein was assassinated, the birth would have had to have occurred 
at 3:44:20 PM UT. This time is just fifteen seconds away from the one 
obtained by averaging the other three directions. 

The o” o Mc direction (o" being brought from the 8" cusp back to the 
MC) may have been the basis for Kepler’s famous prediction for March 
1634 — “terrible, chaotic disorders in the land that connect with the for- 
tune of the native” — that has ever since been considered a successful 
forecast of Wallenstein’s assassination on 25" February 1634. 

The warning inherent in this difficult primary direction was sharply 
underscored by the transits current at the time. There was a close T- 
square involving » at 21° % opposed by 4 and squared by o* in Tf) that 
closely hit Wallenstein’s natal 4 o » in H. The K new moon of February 
27", followed a few days later by and 9, then filled the missing arm of 
this ominous o 4 4 T-square to create a mutable grand cross involving 
all of the seven known planets — a distinct forewarning of “terrible, cha- 
otic disorders in the land that connect with the fortune of the native”. 

As readers will appreciate, I felt very confident with this rectification, 
and fully expected that it replicated Kepler’s own. I passed a copy along 
to Ken Negus, who responded by producing the following translation. 
Instead of using the marriages as we have done here, Kepler based his 
rectification on events in January 1605, the month in which Wallenstein 
experienced two severe illnesses simultaneously. 


Kepler’s rectification 

Professor Negus’ translation’: [Wallenstein first reported that in January 
of 1605 he had come down with both “the Hungarian illness” and the 
plague.] “...since the nature of the body desired to relieve itself of a bad 
fluid, from which a case of the Hungarian illness resulted, it is thus to be 
assumed that [it is] the direction of the Ascendant to the body of Saturn 
from which I am to take my lead: for Nature takes its methods and laws 
from the directions. 

Here then the oblique ascension of Saturn must be sought under the 
polar altitude of 51° rising, [and] about 22° of Pisces is the angle. Of 
15°36’, the meridian latitude* of Saturn is 2°27’. Thus the co-oriental dif- 
ference’ is 8° 47’, and Saturn rises at about 27°50 of Pisces. 


3 From Kepler's Revised Interpretation of this Birth Chart, Cast in January, 
1625, p. 236. 

* The ecliptical latitude (south). 

5 The ascensional difference (AD) under the pole of the radix, 51° N. 
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And thus Jupiter’s meridian latitude is 1° 46” for the same angle. And, 
therefore, [in like manner?] Mercury has its opposite point at about 
1°46’, for the same angle. Its co-oriental difference [is thus] 6°23’, and 
Mercury sets with 28°58’ of Scorpio. 

The oblique ascensions are, then: 

Saturn 359° 05’ 
Jupiter 359° 30” 
Mercury (opposite) 359° 34° 

With these figures, all three directions fall within a half-year of one 
another, within one year, and the fourth, Ascendant to an opposition with 
the Sun, the year thereafter. That is a strange thing. And Saturn, indeed, 
fits the Hungarian illness. And Mercury, on the other hand, fits the 
plague very well; and Jupiter provides in both cases a good mediator, 
according to astrological lore. 

If, then, the average is taken (359° 23”); the right ascension of the MC 
(269° 20’) will rise therefore at 29° 22’ SG. Now, if the motion of the 
Sun is set for21 and 1/3 days, this amounts to 21° 07’; and the position 
of the Sun according to day and time of birth [is taken] as 0 and 2 degree 
of Libra, the position of the directed Sun then becomes 21° 52’ Libra, its 
right ascension being 200° 12’ — the corrected birth time is at 69° 08’. 
That is 4 hours and 36% minutes. Thus the [reported] minute of birth 
would be set at about a quarter-hour too early; and the true MC in the 
natal chart (with the addition of 69° 08’ to 180° 44’, so that the RAMC 
amounting to 249° 52’) would be 11° 25” Sagittarius. The true Ascen- 
dant (oblique ascendant 339° 52”) would be 17° 00’ Aquarius.” 


Commentary: 

Kepler associates Wallenstein’s Hungarian illness and falling sick with 
the plague in January 1605 with $’s opposition to 4 ¢ 4, He averages the 
OA for when each of these three is physically on (4 and %) or opposing 
(8) the rising degree, to obtain an average OA of 359° 23’. The associ- 
ated RAMC is 90° earlier, namely 269° 23’. The secondary © moved 19° 
32’ in RA during the associated 21 days after birth, and Kepler sub- 
tracts this value from 269° 23’ to obtain a birth RAMC of 249° 52’. His 
rectification then has MC 11° 25’ 4 and Ascendant 17° 00’ =. 

Kepler says this rectified chart is set 4:36’ PM LAT, which is the 
equivalent of 3:37 PM UT. A chart with the stated RAMC, MC and 
ASC set for 51N is shown on the next page. Although set for 4:28:20 
PM LT (3:28 PM UT), some nine minutes earlier than the time Kepler 
states, it has the angles that he stipulates. 

I do not of course propose that the rectification based on Wallen- 
stein‘s marriages should stand against Kepler’s. It was included here as 
an example of rectifying with primary directions and also to emphasize 
that no matter how confident a rectifier may be that he is correct there is 
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always the possibility, as here, that an alternative time will better fit 
events. 


Wallenstein (Kepler’s rectification) 
4:28:20 PM LAT (15:28:00 UT), 24 September 1583 
RAMC: 249.86687° 
Hermanice, Czechoslovakia: 51N, 15E05 


Johannes Kepler is justifiably considered to have been a genius for his 
discovery of three important planetary laws, yet his approach to astro- 
logical prediction was much the same as that of other capable astrologers 
through the centuries. There is nothing he did that a competent software 
package does not allow us to easily repeat today. The only obvious dif- 
ference is the amount of time needed to make these calculations — Kepler 
will have required many hours to compute what modern technology does 
for us in seconds. 

Nowadays, as the article by Richard Vetter elsewhere in this issue 
states, modern astrologers have moved away from attempting to make 
predictions. One reason for this is that the tools being used (transits, sec- 
ondaries and returns) are simply inadequate. In the past astrologers, like 
Kepler, were not afraid to predict a client’s future. And what they pre- 
dicted often occurred when they said it would. They used primary direc- 
tions. Readers who wish to make astrological predictions should investi- 


gate primary directions. @ 
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Examining the Entrails’ 


SHELAGH KENDAL 


N THE aftermath of the presidential election it might be useful to 

examine the entrails before the next wave of sound and fury starts 

in three years. Winners of the election, both presidential and con- 

gressional, will be facing decisions that will move the country in 
brand new directions. This is the start of a cycle not faced before in US 
history as the progressed © is now meeting the natal ) for the first time. 
Symbolically this could mean that the leader/s 
(©) can tune into the public mood ()), or the 
public will exercise more strength, and energize 
its vision of independence, which has never been 
as simple as it sounds. So if the low road is taken 
it will not be fair to blame the leader/s. From now 
on the public must accept added responsibility for 
the direction of a country that declared itself 
ready for liberty 224 years ago. 

As \ and \K are very busy planets in the US 
chart at present, Change is still the operative 
word, and can be combined with higher levels of 
wisdom, communication and idealism if past lessons have been digested. 
At least that is the positive message. The other side, of course, can be 
increased greed, protest and collective disruption. 

Using the popular chart for the Declaration of Independence, with its 
7° % Ascendant, the progressions and transits of these two planets are 
extremely important, } because it is the ruler of the Ascendant, and )K as 
tuler of the ) and symbol of independence, the raison d’étre of the 
United States. 

Transiting 4 has been traveling backwards 
and forwards over the US X and Descendant 
while transiting X is moving through * the 
sign of the US natal ) and progressed Sun. 
Another connection between these planets is 
that while ){ rules =» in tropical astrology, 4 
rules it in esoteric astrology and both are ener- 
gies of mental growth, adding spirituality to 
knowledge. The choice is between working 
with robots or heart, by either increased 
optimism and worship of science and 


' Received 7” September, 2000. 
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technology or idealism with service to mankind. 

Forming a link between the transits and progressions, \X, in its transit 
of s, has reached an opposition to the progressed Ascendant, which is at 
16+° Q. In the progressed chart it turned stationary direct in 1999. 4, 
transiting the US Descendant, also turned stationary direct in the pro- 
gressed chart this year. Emphasis on these mental planets, surely calls for 
some new thinking about past decisions. 


USA declaration of Independence 
4:47 PM LMT, 4" July 1776 
Independence Hall, Philadelphia : 39N57, 75W09 


ain contenders 
The two presidential candidates, George W. Bush and Al 


Gore, have several surprising similarities, astrological and 
experiential. Both were brought up in a political atmosphere 
with fathers and grandfathers as senators. They both have £2 Ascendants 
with B close by and have square aspects between © and ) in cardinal 
signs and with critical aspects. Bush with a @ © and = ); Gore an T © 
with his ® ). Several of their natal planets bind them closely to the 
American chart. 
For Bush the connections appear heavy, involving o’, », )K and PB, 
planets of control and responsibility. Born close to the US birthday, he 
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George W. Bush 
7:26 AM EDT, 6" July 1946. New Haven, Connecticut: 41N18, 72W55 


Al Gore 
12:53 PM EST, 31" March 1948: Washington DC: 38N59, 77W02 
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has a © conjunct the nation’s ©. His o* squares the US )K, and his Q and 
XK are conjunct the US o at the same degree as his father’s ©, and so 
square to the US ¥. This poses the question will he follow the same war- 
like script as ex-President George Bush, or is he about to change the na- 
tion’s attitude to aggression radically? That American oO ¥ illustrates a 
problem with drugs and arms (oil, missiles, gun control) and perhaps this 
will be his battleground. His in &, close to the US §, opposes the US 
P, and as his next » return will occur at the next presidential election the 
intervening four years promise lessons in maturity. At this election his 
progressed ) and o were conjunct just 2° away from the US %, once 
again suggesting a focus on responsibility to use his Martian energies on 
behalf of justice for the nation, whatever his role. 

Gore’s contacts with America’s chart are gentler with his ) opposing 
the US 9; his @ trining the US P and his optimistic 4 in % opposing the 
US X. In his own chart the © opposes ¥, not the easiest aspect for self- 
confidence; and his apparent rigidity comes from the over-cautious ® ) 
and a conjunction of » with the ©’s ruler, o%. A 8 @ and Q, and a H ¥ 
offer compassion for the earth that the public profess to be seeking. But 
electors do not always choose what they want or need. His interests in 
health of people and the Earth are of vital importance. 


John McCain 
3 PM GMT, 29" August 1936. 
Panama Zone: 8N58, 79W32 
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Although John McCain was not on the presidential ballot his influ- 
ence on electoral financing should not be under-estimated as he has two 
dramatic aspects involving US planets. Like both candidates he too was 
born into a family with a reputation for public service. His father and 
grandfather were distinguished admirals and he became a naval pilot be- 
fore a politician. The two oppositions in his birth chart suggest that he 
had difficult lessons to learn from powerful people and deceptive forces. 
His ) in @ is conjunct the US PB and opposite his own P, and his 9-¥ are 
conjunct the US ¥ and opposite his H ». Experiences that could have de- 
stroyed him reinforced his sense of duty and endurance, first when he 
suffered torture and starvation as a prisoner in Vietnam for five years. 
Then nineteen years later as a senator he was drawn into a Savings and 
Loan scandal by a dishonest acquaintance and publicly reprimanded by 
his peers. Since then he has been intent on reforming political financing. 
And he does not give up easily. 


he Parties 
j Both Republicans and Democrats have their progressed Os in #, 
but while the Republican © is now on the US Ascendant, (if 7° 
% really is the correct US Ascendant), the Democrat © was there 
eight years ago. (Is there a message in there somewhere?) The Republi- 
can party started with a @ O, Tl, ) and = Ascendant, has its progressed 
\y on the US P, adding to its power. Its MC has progressed to an opposi- 
tion to the US co’ while the ) is now in T, both increasing aggressive en- 
ergy. But its Ascendant has reached its ¥ in 1 and that must cause some 
confusion about which way to go. Those two Ascendant aspects seem to 
cancel each other out. 

The degree of the Democrats’ natal © coincides with this year’s ‘oe 
+, while the party’s natal ) ¢ B in # is close to its Descendant. Its pro- 
gressed ) has just moved into =, perhaps bringing more cooperation or a 
more laid-back attitude to party opposition. In 2002 transiting will 
reach its B and P will join its progressed © and MC. That sounds like 
some intense upheavals ahead. 


onjunction Effect 
The Great Conjunction (of 4 and 4) is the start of a 20-year cy- 
cle for social adjustment, with 4 offering new possibilities and 


providing the structure for their application. In May 2000, this 
meeting occurred in 8 and the US 6" house, for the first time since 1940. 
At that time it was also conjunct transiting X, the planet expressing the 
United States attitude to freedom. WW2 was underway in Europe, and 
the attack on Pearl Harbor forced the US to change its isolationist ten- 
dencies and help (6" house) the “free world”. This year, the two planets 
again in &, the sign of nature’s environment, were in a waxing square to 
transiting X. This was a signal for some “crisis in action” to reconsider 
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social and individual responsibilities (#*) and reevaluate the health of 
Earth and financial structures (8). More Taurean influence comes from 
the nation’s progressed ) and MC now in that sign. 

By summer 2001 the transits promise a battle for control when first +, 
then * will oppose P (entrenched power), now in the US 1“ house. The 
new president and Congress may need strong wills to withstand forces 
against them. On Inauguration day the action energy will be strong with 
o in Ml squaring  ¢ Xf in *~. It would seem that the new leadership or the 
public are to experience a change of thinking, either voluntary or forced. 


8 


Books Considered 


Beyond the Solstice by Declination 
by Leigh Westin 
82 pages, 8% x 11”, soft cover 
$18 plus shipping 
Gheminee, PO Box 3874, Brookhaven, MS 39603-3974 


Intended as a companion book to Declination; the Other Dimension 
by Kt Boehrer (Fortunata Press, 1994), this book deals mainly with plan- 
ets that are ‘out-of-bounds’ by declination. This relatively rare phenom- 
ena occurs when a planet’s declination exceeds 23°26’, the declination 
the © attains when it is at either the & or 6 solstice point. 

Westin explains declination and how it relates directly to longitude. 
She identifies what she considers the four important declination condi- 
tions in a chart: parallel in north declination, parallel in south declination, 
contra-parallel, and out of bounds. The bulk of the book deals with the 
last of these, the out of bounds (OOB) situation, and we are given the 
dates over the past 500 years when planets have been OOB. 

Although neither » nor ¥ attained this excess of declination in the pe- 
riod, the six other planets have. 4, for example, achieved this seven 
times in the 17" century, eight times in the 18", seven in the 19", six in 
the 20" and will do so twice in the 21" century. Westin lists each of 
these occasions, as she does for each of the OOB planets other than §. ¥ 
becomes OOB annually. No astrological meaning of the phenomena is 
provided as, the author has informs me, this is all in Boehrer’s book. 

The OOB declination concept appears to have found an enthusiastic 
following among some astrologers in North America. These aficionados 

will doubtless find this clearly explained book a useful reference. 
—Ken Gillman 
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The Power of the Image 
in Astrology’ 


GRAZIA MIRTI 


With his sight, man contemplates 
the harmony around him, 
to then realise it in his soul. 
Plato, Timaeus 


CCORDING to Marsilius Ficino the five senses are the 

channels through which man, the Microcosm, is connected to 

the world, the Macrocosm. In Ernst Gombrich’s History of 

Art’ it is clearly stated that what one thinks of an image de- 
pends on what one thinks of reality. In antiquity, in Medieval and Ren- 
aissance times up to the Baroque, in the Aristotelian tradition images 
were considered as descriptive, while in Platonic and Neo-platonic cul- 
ture they were considered revelatory, or even magical. 

Reality can be imitated by an image or a thought could be visibly ex- 
pressed. An image can precisely describe an event in all its detail, repre- 
sent a concept or idea, and even illustrate a motto, making an exhortation 
or advice more convincing and effective. 

Others have thought that the image not only describes but also ex- 
presses something more... this happens when, after having seeing an im- 


' Talk given at a conference held on the island of Mykonos, Greece on Saturday, 
10" June 2000, during the 1" International Congress of the Astrological Federa- 
tion of Southern Europe (F.A.E.S.). 

2 Gombrich E., La Storia dell ‘Arte raccontata, Leonardo, Mondadori ed., 1995. 
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age, we reflect on it, meditate on it and contemplate it ourselves. For this 
reason images are strong, powerful and magical.’ 

Astrology thrives on symbolic images, images born out of and de- 
tived from thousands of years of decoding the stars, of lives spent con- 
templating the heavens ..._ we can all bring to mind images of beautiful 
zodiacs from all epochs, sculptured or painted, noble, refined, simple, il- 
luminated, sophisticated or not, representations of the heavens and the 
infinite treasures they contain. 

Marsilius Ficino, in a letter to Lorenzo de’Medici the Younger, 
writes: “Celestial bodies are not to be sought outside ourselves: the 
heavens, in fact, are within us, and we have within us the vigor of Fire, 
the celestial origins.” 

When we observe our beloved stellar images we rediscover within 
ourselves treasures that have been hidden away for centuries and millen- 
niums. We connect to archetypes, we live in symbiosis with the strength 
of these images that makes up our world of researchers, coloring and il- 
luminating it through the solace of a strength that surpasses the centuries 
and millenniums. Each one of us filters these images through our own 
cultural and astrological inheritance, attributing many meanings to them, 
sometimes one differing from the other. 


logical game called the Triumph of Fortune’ that was played in 
the Italian Courts of the 16" century. The original edition, like 
most astrological treasures, can be found in the Vatican City library.° It 
contains a global synthesis of astrological knowledge, the like of which I 
had not previously seen. The author, Sigismondo Fanti, originally from 
Ferrara, dedicated time, talent and thought to this work, devising and de- 
signing it himself. Not many know of it and for astrologers to examine it 
together would constitute a communing astrological rite, capable of ex- 
pressing the universal fascination and strength of images in Astrology. 
This international meeting’ is such a moment in which images go beyond 
words and speak a language that everyone can understand, without trans- 
lations or comments! 
The Triumph of Fortune is part of a graphic literary genre to which 
the so-called Fortune and Venture books belong. The Triumph of 


A PARTICULARLY effective example can be seen in an astro- 


3 Tarrabochia Canavero Alessandra, Vorrei parlarti del cielo stellato, Simonelli 
ed., Milan 1999, p. 65. 

4 Ficino Marsilio, Scritti sull’Astrologia, edited by Ornella Pompeo Faracovi, 
BUR classici, Milano 1999. 

$ Sigimondo Fanti, Triompho Di Fortuna, ed. Aldine, Modena, 1983. 

© ‘The original can be found in the Vatican Apostolic Library (Col. Cicognara, 
VII, 1645). 

? The international conference the author is addressing on the Greek island of 
Mykonos — Editor. 
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Fortune was printed in 1527 
in Venice, and stands out ||MAATVNA DI SIGISMONDO 
among other similar works am FANTI FERRARESE j 
(Libro della Ventura [the 3: 
Venture Book] by Lorenzo 
Spirito, 1482, and Le 
ingeniose Sorti [The In- 
genious Fortunes] _— by 
Francesco. Marcolini of 
Forli, 1557), in that it has 
quite specific characteristics. 
Few copies of it are known 
to exist as the Church 
banned it and so most were 
destroyed. The language 
used by Sigismondo is very 
complex and requires decod- 
ing by an expert paleo- 
grapher. This work, carried 
out by the Italian Francesco 
Ciconte, (who I personally Frontpiece of Triompho Di Fortuna 
engaged for the task) was 

undertaken with the aim of better understanding the spirit of this astro- 
logical work in all its entirety. 

At the beginning we find a dedication to Pope Clement VII, the 
illegitimate son of Giuliano de’Medici, born in 1477. He was nominated 
cardinal in 1513, later tied to Bologna, and became Pope in 1523. There 
were a number of important events during his Pontificate: the sacking of 
Rome, the break away from the Catholic Church by Henry VIII, the mar- 
riage of Catherine de’Medici to the son of Francis I in Marseilles. The 
Triumph of Fortune was dedicated just seven years before the Pope’s 
death. After the usual compliments to the Pope, the author writes: 


I, Sigismondo Fante, ever faithful lover of the doctrines of the 
Quadrivium (the highest level of university studies, which also in- 
cluded Astrology), and unworthy mathematician, ...do not restrain 
myself from consulting the entire body of the mathematical sci- 
ences and infinite authors, both modern and ancient: man is in 
fact guided by the 12 Fortunes of the world, associated with the 12 
different winds and even guided by the 12 families of beautiful and 
victorious Italy, by the terrestrial, aquatic and airborne animals, 
by the 4 elements, together with all the images of the firmament 
and our wandering stars; also two great luminaries guide him, the 
Moon and the Sun. All the world’s famous men up to now are 
grouped altogether in the sentences of 72 astrologers or sibyls. 
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The author conceived and realized 
&(@ey|_ his masterpiece with the aim of being 
PROEMIO DEL TRIO able to interrupt his exile and return to 


& orsters| NY 


his natal city of Ferrara, but unfor- 
tunately he was unsuccessful in this. 

Each one of the plates is carefully 
decorated with historical subjects, 
famous people, wars and events, as in 
an encyclopedia or popular almanac, 
and offers us a synthesis of all 
astrology then known, from antiquity 
to the 16" century. 

There were two different ways of 
playing the Triumph of Fortune, either 
by using a clock or dice. The first 
move consisted of choosing one of the 
72 questions proposed by the game. 

Introduction Here lies the subtle difference between 
this game and others that may be similar. Sigismondo Fanti proposed not 
only futile and personal questions, but also those of more general interest 
and sometimes philosophical questions. Here are a few examples: 


When should one start a war? 

Can a fortress be conquered? 

Can faith be interrupted? 

Who will win the duel? 

Is the horse a good buy? 

Should one change master? 

Will the servant be grateful to his master? 

Will the servant rebel? 

Where will the war take place? 

10. Whether one wishes to be loved by the beloved ...? 

11. Whether the lover should suffer for the beloved? 

12, Whether there will be famine or plenty this year? 

13. How many women will a man keep company with? 

14. What is the meaning of a certain eclipse or the appearance of a 
comet? 

15. Whether it is the case to take a beautiful or quite ugly woman? 

16. How many husbands will a woman have? 

17. Whether a man will have children? 

18. Whether the woman is pregnant or not? 


VMAAw ON 


As you can see, the questions can be of personal or general interest. 
Each question indicates to which of the twelve Fortunes one needs to go 
and to which letter one needs to refer. Once the Fortune has been found 
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one follows the instructions and 
goes to the corresponding noble 
family. As the author notes, the 
Family has already been chosen 
on the basis of the question 
asked, and takes into account 
the history of its latest genera- 
tions. If the question concerns 
love affairs, the family chosen 
would be the one about which 
there is much gossip and 
amorous goings-on ... such as 
with today’s Princes of Monaco 
or the British Royal family. 
Nothing is left to chance. In 
general it refers to the best- 
known Italian families of the 
time: Aragona, Colonna, Di 
Medici, Gonzaga, Este, Ben- 
: i Mh tivoglio, Gritti. 

One of the Wheels At this point one decides 
whether to continue the game by throwing the dice or using the time at 
which the question was asked. In this case we have a clear application of 
Horary Astrology. As can be seen in the upper part of the picture, the cir- 
cle is surrounded by dice, and in the lower part by 21 hours. The hours 
between 21 and 24 are repeated in numbers 1, 2, 3, according to the indi- 
cations given by the author, who perhaps had some difficulty in graphi- 
cally placing the 24 sections of the circle inside the drawing, and above 
all in inserting the writing into them. 

The Wheel one needs to refer to is indicated by the family asked, then 
followed by the use of the dice or time. The Wheel contains Animals, the 
Deadly Sins, the Arts (Grammar, Rhetoric, Dialectics, Arithmetic, Mu- 
sic, Geometry, Astrology), the Theological Virtues, Heaven and Fortune. 

The next passage takes into consideration the Celestial Spheres, in- 
cluding the traditional planets: Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mer- 
cury and the Moon. The twelve zodiac signs and some constellations fol- 
low — Ursa Major, Bootes, Hercules, Cassiopeia, Andromeda, Perseus, 
Serpens, Auriga, Eridanus, Argo Navis and Centaurus — and finally, the 
four elements: Air, Water, Earth and Fire, which are rarely found repre- 
sented graphically. 

Following the course indicated by going from one stage to another 
one arrives at the answer, which is shown in the Atlas of the Astrologer 
Prince, a collection a 72 decorated plates, each one containing eleven zo- 
diac drawings in boxes with a number of answers in verses of rhymed 
couplets. 
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It is interesting to note the 
names of some of the 
astrologers cited: Albumassar, 
Al Kindi, Ptolemy, Firmicus 
Maternus, the most famous 
sibyls and Picatrix. The answers 
are often ironic or unexpected. 

The Triumph of Fortune 
contains several examples. If 
we choose to answer question 
#1 (if it is time for war), 
following the course indicated 
we would get the answer: 


Avoid cruel and troublesome 
war in which you will be 
defeated, as the god Mars 

is happy with your 
adversary and he wants to 
imprison you, making you 
bow your head. 


Sphere of Mercury 
If we want to know which faith — Christian, Jewish or Muslim — is 
best, we refer to the corresponding question and after having checked the 
Fortune, Family and the Wheel of Faith, finally the sibyl Samia will say: 


That blind Jew of enlightened blood 

who has made limbo clean, clearly shows 
that there is no faith in this ungrateful world 
that can stand up to ours. 


To the woman who asks how many husbands she will have, the final 
answer is Two. 

This is not an easy game to play as Sigismondo made some mistakes 
that often create difficulties for the players. In fact, at the end of his work 
there is a substantial list of errata. 

On the other hand, it is very interesting to note the final comments 
distinguishing his work, signed by a curious character — Mercurio Van- 
nullo Romano — who is certainly a friend of the author, if not the author 
himself, that serve to praise the work without reservation. In singing the 
author’s praises he points out that he has written works in the fields of 
algebra and geometry. With regards to the use of the time for choosing 
the solution to the question he observes: “Celestial influences permit and 
consent that a certain question be resolved more rapidly at one time 
rather than another’. This statement fits in very well with the principles 
of magical Astrology and the Planetary Hours. 
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Further on he notes that 
Sigismondo Fanti, in contrast 
to traditional theories, says 
that Mars and Venus are well 
placed in the Sixth House, 
which he considers to be “a 
sign of great and higher 
knowledge and speculation”. 
This second note refers to the 
72 pages containing the an- 
swers to the questions given. 
The astrological figures, notes 
the commentator, are cal- 
culated only on the hour, 
ignoring degrees and 
submultiples, but are complete 
with Ascendants, Domiciles, 
Houses and all the planets. But 
this, in his opinion, does not 

One of the answer pages prevent the results from being 
highly satisfactory. The answers have been carefully studied. When 
speaking about Military Arts, for example, Natural, Artificial and Astro- 
logical teachings are taken into account. Here is an interpretation regard- 
ing this, attributed to Haly Halbenragel (a clear transposition of a famous 
Arab astrologer): 


Emer eeradire 
hetero 
rome 


If the Ascendant is Cancer, it is a bad sign for those starting a 
war, as this is a very fickle sign. The Moon then, which is lower 
than all the other celestial bodies, is Lady of the Ascendant and 
there will be many changes and difficulties. 


According to the commentator, those who are unable to carry out as- 
trological calculations can use the game to get valid answers. The com- 
mentary regarding the author finishes in a eulogistic style worthy of a 
saint: 


Ferrara rejoice, as your reputation, 
thanks to your Fanti, rises higher 
and higher ... 

The architects call him the new 
Vitruvius 

in Astrology he is so expert that 

he is regarded as equal to Alchindo 
the teacher of Vitruvius and Ptolemy. 


Evaluating a Planet’s Strength 
in Nativities & Horary 


OLIVIA BARCLAY aup 


/ HERE ARE two ways to evaluate the strength or dignity of a 
planet. One way is by its position in the chart. This is its Ac- 
cidental Dignity. For example, angular planets are strong, and 
there are other strong placements that I will discuss later. 

The other way is by its Essential Dignity, which depends on the de- 
gree of the Zodiac occupied by the planet. For instance, a planet is 
strong in the degrees of the sign it Rules. It is also strong in the sign of 
its Exaltation, and fairly strong in its Triplicity and Term, nor is it desti- 
tute when it is in the degrees of its Face, but it is weak where it has its 
Fall and where it is Detrimented. Ptolemy left us details of where the 
planets are strong or dignified, and where they are weak. Lilly repro- 
duced this in table form in Christian Astrology, page 104 (see Table | on 
the next page). 

The Table shows the degrees of the Zodiac in which a planet is in its 
own sign, exaltation, triplicity, term or face, and where it is debilitated or 
in its fall. 

Starting from the left-hand side, the first column shows the signs, T 
to. 

The second column shows the planet that rules the sign. Along with 
T you see o%, because o rules T. By tradition the luminaries rule one 
sign each, the © rules £2, the ) rules &, but the other planets rule two 
signs each. % rules I and 1; 2 rules & and =; of rules T and TI; } rules 
* and H; and » rules @ and #. The outer planets do not rule signs. A 
planet feels most at home when in its own sign. It signifies prosperity 
and success in the area of life indicated by the house it is in. 

A planet not in its own sign will have a natural tendency that can be 
described in terms of the ruler of that sign: $ in T is a martial ¥ and can 
be quite argumentative. Depending on the strength of the sign ruler, this 
disposition will be good or bad. 

The third column shows which planet is exalted in the sign. Thus, you 
see along with T the glyph of the © with beside it 19°. This shows that 
the © is exalted in the whole of T, but especially in 19° T. Beneath that 
you see the ) is exalted in & but especially in 3° 8. An exalted planet is 
like an honored guest in a plush hotel, strong and in good condition but 
without heavy responsibilities; it needs to make only a little effort to ful- 
fill its wants. 

The fourth column is headed Triplicity. This refers to the four triplic- 
ities: fire, earth, air and water. Beneath the word Triplicity are the words 
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Table 1: 


Ptolemy’s Essential Dignities & Debilities of the Planets 


Sign | Ruler | Exalted Triplicity Terms Faces Detri | Fall 
Day | Night of Planets of Planets ment 
= 
P ig 4 fo 
T g¢ |O19%] O ¥ | 6 |e 14] ¥ 21) ce 26 30 10|© 20|% 30) 2 | % 
fo) 2 » 3° g » 2g | ¥ 15] % 22} % 26/c% 30/8 10/) 20/4 30] o 
|__| 
I g ce oP 4 8 ¥m]4 14| 2 21] % 25|/% 30/4 10}% 20/0 30] ¥ 
iT) ») Ny Te oe so |o o | 13] § 20] 2 27} % 30/2 10/8 20]) 30] *% os 
Q ° 10) 4% |% @ | % 13] 2 19] 4 25] 30/4 10|% 20]o 30] * 
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x 4 G3? ° \ ¥ 8° | 2 14] ¥ 19} % 25]/h% 30/8 10]) 20/2 30] $ 
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x y 2 27 ou g 2s; h 14) F 20 | o 26/% 30/5 10/4 20/% 30] 8 g 
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Day and Night, which split the column. Beneath Day we see the O, un- 
der Night we see 4. If the © is above the horizon, showing that it is day- 
time, the © is in its own triplicity in fire signs. If the © is below the ho- 
rizon, indicating that it is night, then ¥ is in its own triplicity in fire 
signs. 

The © rules the fire triplicity by day; 4 rules the fire triplicity by 
night. Similarly, you see @ rules the earth triplicity by day and the ) rules 
the earth triplicity by night. rules the air triplicity by day and 3 does so 
by night. Ptolemy tells us that o rules the water triplicity by day and by 
night, but Paulus Alexandrus said ruled it by day and o” by night. 

A planet in its own triplicity is comfortable; it indicates an area of life 
in which the native will be fortunate. 

Then we reach the five columns headed ‘Terms of Planets’. Terms 
are certain degrees in each sign that planets rule in a minor way. On the 
top row we see # 6°, 2 14, 3 21, o 26, » 30. This means that from the 
beginning of the sign T to 6° T \ rules the term. From 6°01’ T to 
14°00’ T 2 rules by term, etc. 

The terms often affect appearance. For instance, Lilly describes a 
lady as having light brown hair because the O, ruler of her Ascendant, 
was in the terms of o (the Ascendant relates to the body’s appearance). 
The terms of ? add height. Planets in the terms of 2 or 4 show the body 
rounded, those in the terms of o” and % are bony. A planet in its own 
term has somewhere of its own to sleep in. 

Next in the Table are three columns headed ‘Faces of Planets’. These 
show the degrees within the sign where the planets are in their own face. 
You see along the top line ‘o* 10’, meaning that the first 10° of T belong, 
by face, to o’. The ‘© 20° so that from 10°00’ T to 19°59’ T belong to 
the O, then ‘2 30’ meaning that from 20°00’ T to the end of T belong to 
Q. This is a weak dignity, but it is better than nothing. A planet in its 
own face has some dignity, but not much. It is poor, but not like a tramp. 

The arrangement of the planets in the three columns headed ‘Faces’ is 
of great interest. Read downwards they tell us the order of the days of 
the week: o” Tuesday, ¥ Wednesday, 4 Thursday, ? Friday, » Saturday, 
© Sunday, ) Monday. But reading them across we find the Chaldean 
order of the planets, the order of the Planetary Hours showing (if you 
insinuate the Earth in the place here taken by the ©) the order of the 
speeds of the planets: o O 2% ) 4 4 oh © 2 D which continues ad in- 
finitum throughout all time. The Chaldean order is cited as 4 ¥ of O 9 ¥ 
), with » the slowest of these seven planets. 

You can do a small sum to find the value of a planet (see Table 2). 

If a planet is in its own sign it is strengthened and awarded 5 points. 

If it is in the sign of its exaltation it is awarded 4 points. 

If it is in its own triplicity it is awarded 3 points. 

If it is in its own face it is awarded 2 points. 

If it is in its own face it is awarded | point. 
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If it is not in any of these it is called Peregrine and loses 5 points. A 
peregrine planet is weak. 

Also weak are planets in their detriment or fall. This is shown in the 
last two columns of Table 1. ? is in its detriment in T, being in the sign 
opposite its own sign =. % is in its fall in T, being in the sign opposite 
+, its exaltation. 

A planet in the sign of its detriment is opposing the sign it rules. It is 
in exile. It is forced to express tendencies opposite to its nature. The ) in 
% may fear embarrassment. 

A planet in the sign of its fall is uncomfortable. It is opposing its own 
exaltation. It is like being among people who don’t particularly like you. 
in T? can intellectualize her emotions. 

A planet in detriment loses 5 points, one in its fall loses 4. 


Table 2: 
Essential Dignities & Debilities 


Essential Essential 
dignity yt debility a 
Own sign +5_| Peregrine -5 
Exalted +4 | In detriment “5 
Own triplicity | +3 | In fall 4 
Own term +2 
Own face +1 


A planet in its essential dignity by sign, exaltation, triplicity, term or 
even face is like a landlord, and any other planet in those degrees is like a 
tenant. We say the landlord planet receives it. If there is an aspect be- 
tween tenant and landlord this will be greatly strengthened because of the 
reception. For instance, % in 3° T 4 o is received by 0’. 

And this receiving can be mutual. For example, if 2 was in 3° £2 and 
the © in 12° II then the O is in the sign of § and & is in the sign of the ©. 
The sextile aspect between them would be very strong because of this 
mutual reception. 

Planets in mutual reception reflect their properties onto the degree 
where they are received. In our example, although $ has no dignity at 3° 
Q, yet it reflects to 12° II where it is in its own sign; likewise the © re- 
flects to its sign Q— and if it is daytime the © also reflects to its day trip- 
licity as the © rules the fire triplicity by day. Thus both planets are 
strengthened by mutual reception. 

If you are interpreting a chart and the significators are in mutual re- 
ception, you know there is a way out of the dilemma you are asked 
about. 

Also, if it is relevant to the question, the two planets in mutual recep- 
tion by sign will know each other well and may be fond of each other. 
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Planets in mutual reception by exaltation show a respect for each other. 
Planets in each other’s face show only a nodding acquaintance. 

So you see that one planet can have many dispositors: a dispositor by 
sign, by exaltation, by triplicity, by term and by face. 

As for the Accidental Dignities that I mentioned earlier, here is Table 
3 to assess them. I will discuss later the technical terms mentioned in 
this Table. 


Table 3: 
Accidental Dignities & Debilities 
ACCIDENTAL ACCIDENTAL 
DIGNITY DEBILITY 

AtMC or Asc +5__| In 12" house -5 
In cat 4 or 11™ +4_| In 8" or 6" house -2 
In 2™ or 5 house +3 _| Retrograde 5 
In 9" house +2_| Slow in motion -2 
In 3” house +1_| 4, \, o occidental -2 
Direct (n/a © or )) +4 _| &. ¥iforiental -2 
Swift in daily motion +2_| ) if waning -2 
4, o if oriental +2__| Combust -5 
9, % if occidental +2_| USB 4 
) if occidental or waxing | +2 | Partile 4 oro" 5 
Cazimi +5__| Partiles 0 -4 
Not combust or USB +5__| Beseiged by & 4 | -5 
Partile o 4 or 2 +5__| Partile 4 or" A 
Partile o Q +4_| Partileo 4 or & 3 
Partile 4 4 or 2 +4_| & Algol (26°08 8) | -5 
Partile * 4 or 2 +8 

o Regulus (29°47° 2) +6 

& Spica (23° 48 a5 


shown by William Lilly in Christian Astrology. There are other ver- 
sions of the essential Dignities that vary from this one, the Egyptian 
Terms for example. I use Lilly's version because Lilly was an intensely 
practical astrologer who judged thousands of charts yearly, using these 
Tables. We have his examples to study. 
Remember, when you see a statement by a current ‘astrologer’ saying 
M rules «+, or ¥ rules H, or B rules Tl, that that ‘astrologer’ is contradict- 
ing the accumulated knowledge of centuries, that the astrologer thinks 
she knows better than all the 300 great authorities listed by Lilly as his 
sources, knows better than Ptolemy, than Bonatus, than every predictive 
astrologer before this century, that she denies the validity of the Tables 
of Essential Dignities, never having used them. That she is misleading 


[ THIS article we have discussed Ptolemy’s Essential Dignities as 
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beginners, probably simply to show she knows of the existence of the 
outer planets. There is a pattern and a logic in the ancient arrangement, 
apparently unknown to many current ‘astrologers’. 


h 
a 


YN 


HtM=MUR2o08 Kw 


feminine water 
masculine air 


[o) at) 
%§ 6 
2 8 feminine earth 
a 7 
y HK 
» = 


fire masculine Q 

earth feminine a 

air masculine = 

water feminine TI masculine fire 
* feminine water 
cI 


masculine air 


fire masculine 
earth feminine 


Remember too, that while Ptolemy’s Dignities show us that » is ex- 
alted in the seventh sign, this does not mean it is exalted in the 7" house. 
Houses and signs are not the same. Whereas houses remain in a fixed 
position, signs rotate through them. 

In Christian Astrology, page 123, Lilly writes“ in the 7" either cor- 
rupts the judgment of the Astrologer or is a sign the matter propounded 
will come from one misfortune to another.” It is unfortunate in questions 
and in nativities; see the well-known, unfortunate nativity of Mary, 
Queen of Scots. 

This misleading and tiresome error is not only perpetuated in our own 
times, but some astrologers in the past were also misled by it. One reads 
from an historian! that Henrik Rantzau, living in the 16" century, consid- 
ered % strong in the 7" house, and says so in his Epic of Creation, which 
we are told Lilly does not mention as one of his sources — no wonder. 

It is the same with other houses, they do not equate to signs. o* rules 
T but it does not rule the 1“ house. % is the planet associated with the 1 
house. o* is associated with the 6" house, the ) is associated with the 3 
house, the © with the 9", 9 with the 5", 4 with the 11", and » with the 
12". Astrologers should find out about this or interpretation suffers. 

To be continued 


' See Considerations XV: 1, page 148 
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Will | Hear About My Job Soon? 


RUTH BAKER a.n.p. 


ORMALLY by this time I have received my teaching contract, 

which is renewed annually. The fact that it has not arrived is 

causing me problems, because until I know where I am I can- 

not arrange my concert and private teaching schedule for the 
forthcoming new term. Therefore I am hoping that I will hear very soon 
so that I know I am definitely going to be re-employed at the music 
schools in September. 


Will I Hear About My Job Soon? 
10:30 AM BST (09:30 UT) 11" July 2000 
SIN48, 1E09 
Jin Ml is applying to 4 2 


There is no planetary hour agreement as the hour ruler, the ), rules 
only the night triplicity of the ascending sign, I. The chart seems valid 
though because the ) is in the 3 of postal deliveries. My significator is 
%, ruler of the Ascendant. % and Tl! describe me well: thin with thick dark 
hair and gray eyes. My co-significator is the ) and my employers are 
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signified by the 10" ruler, also 8, which is aptly placed in the 10" of pro- 
fession. 

¥ however could hardly be in a worst state, with a point count of —8 
by Lilly’s system. It is combust and slow, retrograde. The ), which 
shows action, is also weak: being in its fall, peregrine and slow in the 
cadent 3” of mail deliveries. No wonder there is delay. The ) and % are 
in mixed reception though, by term and sign, and the ) is in mutual re- 
ception by sign with 0’, ruler of the 3" house of postal communication 
and angular in the 10". 

The ) applies to a trine with 2 who rules the 9" house of education 
and is the natural significator of music and musicians -- my job is as sen- 
ior violin tutor at music schools. However, before this aspect can per- 
fect, 2, who also rules the 2™ house of my finances, will make a sextile 
aspect to 4, so maybe the teaching won’t be as profitable as I had hoped. 
Nevertheless, the antiscion of fortunate ¥ falls right on @ in the house of 
my hopes and wishes; and although ¥ is in detriment he still has moder- 
ate strength. 

The ) makes no applying aspect to ¥, neither does it make any to the 
3™ house ruler o*. With the ) slow and cadent and 8 slow and retrograde, 
the answer to whether I will hear from the County soon must be “No.” 
@ is in the 5" house of music (within 5° of the cusp) but close to the un- 
fortunate 8. 

How long will I have to wait? o’, ruler of the 34, applies to the 1" 
cusp by sextile in 2°. It cannot be two months because term starts in Sep- 
tember and it cannot be two days because of the negative answer to the 
question asked, therefore it must signify two weeks. 

On 27" July I received notification of the dates of tutors’ meetings for 
next term, so I had the reassurance that I would be re-employed and was 
able to arrange my schedule. 


Essential Dignities 
Sign | Exalt Trip Term | Face 

{0} p) ¥ 2 2 8 Peregrine 
> J = g g g Fall 

3 »} 4 2 4 g 

g ») \ g g » 

J > 4 g g 8 Fall 
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The Way the Cookie Crumbles 
Profile of an alleged serial killer 


DENIS SAUNDERS 


7 HE ASTROLOGICAL chart has many ways of expressing like 
dispositions and similar potential events. This is inevitable for 
Astrology is a ‘living’ science, subject to the times and social 
environment we live in, and to the whip of the Cosmic Masters. 

To think of the chart as being a static, hard-and-fast document, rather 
than a contract that has suspensive and other clauses, to suit the particu- 
lar current needs of an incarnating soul, would be ridiculous. 

The following chart belongs to a man accused of murdering several 
people. It provides a perfect example of a life of promise meant to be 
ruined by a single, but terrible, human failing. It is a pity that Shake- 
speare is not around today. He was adept in portraying the dissolution of 
the psyche due to a character defect. Like Shakespeare, we should re- 
cord, being careful not to judge or condemn; rather, with compassion, we 
should reflect that ‘there, but for the grace of my horoscope, go 1’. 


Accused Serial Killer 
2. AM EET (00:00 UT), 17" September 1970 
Tiervlie, South Africa: 33855, 18E36 
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People are usually unaware that what the Universe has ordained is al- 
ready inscribed in their horoscopes. Hence the belief that they are free 
agent, whose behavior arises from their intellectual faculties and aspira- 
tions. However, while the characteristics determined by a horoscope’s 
Ascendant and Midheaven are immediately effective from birth, those 
the planets and other astrological indicators signify are merely latent. It 
requires a progression to lift what is latent into a potential, and a transit 
to turn a potential into an event. 

In trying to understand what makes a killer, our concern is with the 
psychological aspects of a horoscope. In this chart, the mental and emo- 
tional hubs that gave rise to the events that followed are not difficult to 
establish: they center on the subject’s hatred of his father. Because » is 
retrograde, we can assume that the subject did not get along with his fa- 
ther. *’s placement in the 11" house of Love Received indicates that he 
did not receive the love he believed to be his due and which he craved. It 
is possible that just before his seventh year the father abandoned the fam- 
ily. This would be when the progressed MC came to « 4. * is Lord of 
Karma, so it is obvious that the Universe is teaching him a karmic lesson. 
On the basis of “as you sow, so shall you reap”, it would seem that he 
failed to give love in a past life, when he should have. 

This father deprivation extends initially to 2, the dispositor of , to 
whom it is quindecile (165°), then to ¢ 4, another father indicator, and 
then to * o’, the dispositor of 2. of is in the 2™ house of Self-Worth and 
Self-Estimation, which indicates that the disruption of the home, caused 
by in the 4", generated anger and violence. Furthermore, o* is ¢ 0, 
which reveals a bad past life association. We may therefore assume that 
every time he allegedly killed he was murdering his father. It was an 
angry (0") act of revenge (*). 

& is the pivotal point of the chart from which all the harmartia pro- 
ceeds, and why I used the phrase ‘meant to be ruined’. Seventeen days 
before the birth there was an annular eclipse of the © exactly on this MA 
position. In astrological lore eclipses are accepted as being operative 
both forward and backward. 


Natal &* 8°46 TT 
Annular eclipse ofO 8° 04° TT 
31“ August 1970 


This is close to the position of the fixed star Zosma at 9°56’ TI. It 
causes “disgrace, selfishness, egotism, immorality, meanness, melan- 
choly, unhappiness of the mind, fear of poison, and gives an unreason- 
able, shameless and egotistical nature.” L 


' All Fixed Star readings are from Vivian E. Robson’s The Fixed Stars & Con- 
stellations in Astrology (The Aquarian Press). 


50 


Considerations XV:4 


Tl the sign in which the eclipse occurred and the Fixed Star Zosma is 
placed is ruled by %, the ruler of the Ascendant and the final dispositor of 
the chart. 

A secret sexual aspect comes into the picture through ¥, the planet of 
secrecy and perversion, which is located in the 5" house. ¥ is <° 4, show- 
ing that the ‘love given’ is rejected by the father, and its dispositor is an- 
gry o. ¥ is OQ, about which Ebertin writes: “A lack of social or com- 
munal sense and feeling, the inclination to exploit, deceive and cheat 
other people.” Because » opposes ¥ it is also widely 0 Q, about which 
Ebertin has similar comments, especially concerning associations with 
others. 

The 5" house itself has close to its Koch cusp. 9, the planet of love 
and sensuousness, is in its detriment in Tl, the sexual sign o” rules, thus 
adding violence to any suppressed sexual passion. 

Most of the planets are under the horizon: this is an introverted char- 
acter, a loner type. 

The concentration in the 3 house suggests many siblings or an in- 
tensely analytical (I) concern about neighbors and/or travel, also about 
intellectual pursuits. The © ¢ PB gives a morbid mind. 

The chart’s angles are a mixture of cardinal and mutable. Although a 
self-starter, he can be easily deflected from his purpose by others, which 
deduction tends to be confirmed by four planets in mutable signs. They 
are in Earth and so add practicality, but do so in the shape of critical, 
perhaps carping, fastidiousness. The intelligence is good, with 3 the op- 
timum 8° distant from the ©. 

) & & close to the MC, in the spiritual 9", suggests a deep soul wound 
brought from the past, because it is in T this aspect increases the anger. 
The ) in T is the most elevated planet. It has a virtually exact ~ to ret- 
rograde ¥, the Ascendant ruler. People born with the ) in T can never be 
told anything. They believe they know it all, and can’t abide criticism. 

After %, the next most important planet is & in the 9" house retrograd- 
ing at 8°44’ T. It is o° KX, ~ 2 and of (thus the & <* X falls at the 9/o" mid- 
point), 165 © and 2 », 6 = 9/¢’ tells us it is the wound of the desires and 
passions, perhaps it is also an indication of latent homosexuality or of a 
fetish. Being in the 9" house, he may feel he has been ‘wounded by 
God’.’ And of &’s aspect to X: “desire for freedom from constraints... 
difficulties with authority... may be quite unstoppable, and go to ex- 
tremes trying to break through previous limits.” 

= /o%, according to Ebertin: “passionate desire... A sudden 
awakening of physical passion, an irresistible force of desire, sexual as- 
sault.” 


? Melanie Reinhart. Chiron and the Healing Journey. Arkana. Page 154. 

3 Op. cit. page 235. 

* All midpoint readings are taken from Reinhold Ebertin’s The Combination of 
Stellar Influences. 
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At the same time X, the planet of the eccentric and the bizarre, is 9 4, 
which points back to the father, and 4, where it relates to the unhealed 
wound of the spirit (& in the spiritual 9" house). Ebertin relates difficult 
aspects between » and Xf to ‘violent people... the use of force, interven- 
tions in one’s destiny, the limitation of freedom’. 

Among other midpoints we read: 

d= $/Q: ‘...an unsatisfactory relationship with the female sex... anti- 
social behavior.’ 

MC = WA: ‘conflicts with the authorities (arrest).’ 

The chart also contains a tight yod aspect, & ~ the 9 * o” -- there is a 
fated and persistent wounding of the psyche of both the male and female 
principles. 

% is extremely important in this chart. It is exalted, it rules the Ascen- 
dant, and it is the final dispositor of the entire horoscope. It is = ), 
showing a separative aspect from the mother. He had little help from 
her; she seems to be somewhat selfish, concerned solely with her own 
affairs — the ) makes no classic aspect before leaving T. 

Finally, the fixed star Polaris, which is of the nature of » and 8, is 
with the Ascendant. This can cause ‘disgrace and great affliction.’ 


eclipses that have hit his natal chart. With four planets (6, o%, 2 

and K) positioned around 8° and two others (O and 4) at 22/23° 
of a sign an eclipse at 8° or 23° of any sign can be expected to have 
strongly affected the life of this man. 

On 31" August 1989 a partial eclipse of the ) fell at 7°48’ T? on his 
natal o’. This was very close to the position of the eclipse that preceded 
his birth. 

On 29" April 1995 an annular eclipse of the © occurred at 8°56’ 8, 
from where it was & 9, * X, 4 co’ and = &, planets which must be re- 
garded as dangerous and compulsive. 

On 4" April 1996 a total eclipse of the ) occurred at 15° =, exactly 
on the IC and &° ). 

Then, on 1 September 1997 a partial eclipse of the © at 9°33” Il? was 
¢ oc’. At the same time transit $ was also ¢ o’, which combination indi- 
cates a truly angry and violent mindset. Six months earlier, at the eclipse 
of 24" March, transit o” had been conjunct natal ©. These double hits 
may have brought about an anger the native was unable to contain. 

A series of eclipses that so closely hit a natal chart is unusual in the 
charts of ordinary people. They occur more frequently in the charts of 
important people. Perhaps this man is important to the universe. 

If the allegations are proven, he will be imprisoned and, with ruling 
his 8" house of death, it is possible that he will die in prison, suddenly 
and unexpectedly, by accident or in some strange manner, perhaps at the 
hands of a neighbor ( in 3"). 


| vein in the native’s life can be related to a series of recent 
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A final consideration: B is the Lord of the Dead, » is the Lord of 
Karma. He may have began his killing spree when his progressed Ascen- 
dant reached 19° &, which is the position of P’s 2. He may have ended it 
when the progressed Ascendant reached 24° &, the position of 4’s Q. 


HEN I wrote the above I knew only the man’s birth informa- 
Wi: and that he was accused of murdering six young men. I 
now have fuller details. 

The man’s killing spree apparently started when he was 17 years old, 
in 1987 or 1988. He was accused of killing six pre-adolescent boys and, 
although sexual molestation was not his motive, necrophilia was in- 
volved. He was arrested in March 1999 and escaped custody by cutting 
off his guard’s hands. He was re-arrested and tried soon thereafter. He is 
now serving a life sentence. 

His family background is spectacularly dysfunctional. He is the eldest 
of eight children, all of whom have different fathers. His biological par- 
ents never married, and although in the boy’s early years his father tried 
to keep in touch he totally deserted the family when the boy was aged 
eight. His anger with his father is obvious. His relationship with his 
mother was also pathological. Her promiscuity was indicative of her 
lack of responsibility and caring for her children. 


Editor’s comment: 

Although Dr. Saunders knew the subject was an accused serial killer, he 
had no other information when he wrote this article. As such, he pro- 
duced a remarkable delineation, virtually blind, and I congratulate him. 

As Dr. Saunders places great emphasis on the position and aspects of 
6 in his interpretation, those like myself who ignore this non-planet will 
approach this chart differently. 

As I see it, four factors make this chart unique. These are the place- 
ment of the T ) smack on the MC, the close square from P to the 
ascending degree, )X at the 9/o" midpoint, and the fixed star Mirfak (a 
Perseus) that rose with the Ascendant at the time and place of birth. I 
take ) PX, OR, Oa, 4% Qo \ and even the tight ) ~ 3 as sec- 
ondary factors, aspects that will manifest themselves for good or ill 
within the framework defined by these important more four factors. 

The many siblings are clearly shown by the stellium in the 3" house. 
The disappearance of the father can be associated with P on the cusp of 
the equal-house 4" cusp. The apparent lack of mothering can be related 
to the angular, void-of-course T ). How about the homicidal acts? 

Mirfak at the rising degree provides an important clue. When rising at 
birth it often indicates a person who does not listen to others or take cau- 
tion. At this location, Mirfak rises with 27° II and it will culminate when 
22° 8 is on the MC. 22° 8 is the place of 4. Mirfak thus connects » with 
the Ascendant and, by doing so, indicates that this man will feel a great 
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lack within himself, a basic lack of security. No matter how much love or 
affection he receives, how much wealth he accumulates, how much at- 
tention he gets, he will never be satisfied; he will always need more. 

Another clue is in the two exact squares to the Ascendant, from P in 
the zodiac and from the ) in mundane terms (by oblique ascension). 
This creates a ) <° B with the Ascendant at its midpoint. The opposition 
may indicate someone inclined to impulsive actions, with violent out- 
bursts (Ebertin has relates it to schizophrenia), while the midpoint in- 
volvement suggests (again, from Ebertin): ‘A violent reaction to envi- 
ronmental influences’. 

The ) (mother) and P (father) represent the man’s parents by position 
(at the MC and P at the 4" BH cusp). 

of (mother) and 9 (father) represent his parents by their sign rulership 
of the MC and IC. 

M{ is at the 0/2 midpoint. 

The Ascendant will act as if at the )/2 midpoint. 

Hence, by the type of weird logic 1 tend to apply when interpreting 
charts, if Ascendant = )/P = mother/father and = o’/2 = mother/father, 
then ){ = Ascendant. 

Combine this with the 4-Mirfak-Ascendant connection, and we are 
ready to consult Herr Ebertin concerning: 

DR =ASC=K=% 
9g = ASC = K= 4 

I'll leave it to readers to look up and combine the several interpreta- 
tions. 

Finally, there can be a general lack of warmth and empathy in some- 
one born with II rising and its ruler retrograde and cadent; with 2 in Tl, 
the sign of its detriment; with the ) in T and void of course; and with 
four planets in TI. 

Yes, all of the pieces are there; this is the chart of a killer. As Dr 
Saunders’ title suggests, the cookie crumbles in many different ways. 
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The Tragedy of the 
Passenger Ferry M/S Estonia 


KRISTINA WARDAHL 


HE M/S Estonia left the port of the beautiful Estonian capital, 

Tallinn, on 17" September, 1994 at about 7 PM local time, EET 

(i.e. GMT 17:00). The vessel was on a scheduled voyage from 

Tallinn to Stockholm with 989 people onboard. Of these 803 

were passengers who had bought a ticket. She was due to arrive in 
Stockholm, Sweden, the next morning, around 9:30 AM. 


Figure I: The M/S Estonia begins its final voyage 
7 PM EET (17:00 GMT) 27" September 1994 
Tallinn, Estonia: 59N25 24E45 


Shortly after 1 AM EET there were two heavy blows to the bows that 
shook the whole ship, the bow door was ripped off and cameras recorded 
water coming onto the car deck. The Captain began to turn the ship to the 
right but the ship had lost much of its maneuverability and only turned 
slowly. When the ship was sideways to the wind, the waves and the wind 
threw water on the car deck and the ship listed heavily. At 01:24 AM 
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EET a distress signal was sent out. At that time the ship was listing more 
than sixty degrees. The Viking Line passenger ferry Mariella, that was 
hurrying to the scene of the accident, had the last radar observation of 
M/S Estonia at 02:04 AM EET. 


Figure 2: Estonia’s distress call 
1:24 AM EET 28" September 1994 
(23:24 GMT 27" September, 1994) 
In Baltic SW of Utd, Finland 59N23 21E42 


The final report by the Joint Accident Investigation Commission 
states the final details: “Capsized and sunk in storm 35 km South west of 
Utd in the Baltic sea, in international waters (59N23, 21E42) at about 
02:00 EET on 28.09.1994. 852 lives lost, 137 rescued.” 

It was Europe’s worst maritime disaster since World War II. Most of 
the victims were from Sweden and Estonia. 

Figure | is set for the start of the ferry’s final voyage. The Ascendant 
in & represents the robust body of the ferry; the ) (the co-significator) is 
in watery © indicating that the ferry was designed to carry people across 
the seas. The close K 4 to the Ascendant is already a warning for sudden, 
unexpected mishaps. As ruler of hurricanes and other heavy storms, X 
clearly describes the weather conditions prevailing that night. 

The 9" house has general rulership over voyages. William Lilly tells 
us that if it is fortunate and strong the journey goes well but if 
afflicted, there are problems. In the Estonia chart we see that the 
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9" cusp at 6° 44’ @ is afflicted by Saturn at 7°09” whose malice is even 
worse as it is retrograding. 

Lilly points out that the signs of the infortunes indicate those 
parts of the ship where danger or damage is lurking. Here, 0" in & shows 
the bottom or floor of the ship and the 8 in 8 points to a place under the 
ship’s breast a little towards the water. The © is so close to the Ascen- 
dant that it can be regarded as serious affliction to the front side, or bow 
of the ship. 


Figure 3: The Estonia sinks — last seen on radar 
2:04 AM EET (00:24 GMT) 28" September 1994 
Ut6, Finland 59N23 21E42 


The ascendant ruler, 2 symbolizes those who sailed with her that day. 
@ is weak in Tl (in its detriment) and in the cadent 6" house. @ is still in 
aspect within the moiety of orb with the grea6ert malefic, , whose ret- 
rograde status in a watery sign (}) shows danger of drowning. This dan- 
ger becomes increasingly real as 2 applies to exactly conjunct 4, ruler of 
the 8" house of death. 4 is weak in this chart, lacking dignities — a few 
passengers were rescued however, (14 is still the greater benefic) 

Q (the passengers) is disposed by the malefic o’, ruler of the 7" house, 
which also shows the destination of the ship. o is in partile aspect with 
PB, which is associated — among other matters — with death. Located 
right on the Descendant, it clearly shows the worst for the safety of the 
passengers and indeed for the whole ship as P is opposing the Ascendant. 
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& in & and in the bottom of the chart shows the final destination; the 
bottom of the sea. This is further confirmed by o* being conjunct Pro- 
cyon, one of the most violent stars, which is associated with tragedy. 
Ebertin says this fixed star is especially dangerous when with o” and P. 

Both lights are under the Horizon, as are all of the traditional planets 

except 4, which is in the dark 12" house of self-undoing in the watery 
sign of 1. 

The )’s last aspect is to conjunct malefic o” and to square P, the end. 

The ) is in &, a cardinal sign that indicates a quick, speedy sequence 
of events. This is made even more so as the ) is the most dignified 
planet in the chart. 

The ) is separating from « 8, the natural significator of 
travel. By her next aspect, the ) will translate the light of $ to the ©, and 
it does so by a "bad" aspect, a square to ©, thus turning things from good 
to bad as it brings # and the © into contact. The © is the natural signifi- 
cator of the Captain and is also the dispositor of the ®, so the Captain 
holds the key to the ship’s fortune or misfortune. Tragically, this is a O 
that is weak, cadent and isolated in the intercepted sign, =, where he has 
its fall, meaning the Captain is doomed to "fall". 

Figure 2 is set for the moment when the distress call was sent out. 
Within half an hour the ferry sunk (Figure 3). During this short period 
the ) perfected its square to the embarkation © which became the new 
Ascendant ruler, and o became the ruler of the 4" house and was right 
on the 12" cusp. Finally, retrograde », (ruler of the MC in the original 
embarkation chart, figure 1) became ruler of the Descendant and moved 
to the 8" house cusp —- the glory is dead. Note that the ruler of the 8" 
house remained the same, ¥, lord of , the sea. 

Finally, note that the previous Solar eclipse of May 10" had a hard 
aspect to the Estonia’s Ascendant, both at start of its final voyage (22° 
51’ &) and at the time of the sinking (22° 05’ Q). 
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Mutable Waves 
Surf Music, The Beach Boys & Brian Wilson 


PAUL F. NEWMAN 


CC / URFING is not predominantly a Water-sign sport. Waves are 
made from wind and the art of surfing is not to be immersed in 
sw) water. 
More like flying than swimming, the surfer's thrill is to re- 
main in the air rather than be 'wiped-out' by the sea. This may explain 
why not all champion surfers are born in Water signs and why, of the 
five original members of one of the most successful groups in the history 
of pop music (The Beach Boys), only one had the © in Water. But mov- 
ing currents in any element suggest a different mode of classification. 
The common factor here is mutability. 

As transient and multiform as the breaking waves, The Beach Boys 
rode professional triumphs alongside personal tragedies during the ebb 
and flow of their existence. The three Wilson brothers: Brian, Dennis 
and Carl; their cousin Mike Love, and their friend Al Jardine were all 
born with the © in a mutable zodiac sign. Brian was a I, Dennis and 
Carl both “, Mike a H, and Ala TI. It was weighted towards %, but it 
was a complete set. 

Brian Wilson, with his © in II and ) in Tf, was The Beach Boys' 
main songwriting and creative force. He was the eldest of the three 
brothers, although a year younger than their cousin Mike. Brian was the 
gentle genius, the seeker of harmony and beauty in an uncertain world. 
It was he who almost drowned in his own talent yet survived to tell the 
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tale. Born on June 20, 1942 to Murry and Audrey Wilson in California, 
he arrived on a day when over half the planets were in mutable signs. 
Five, including the O, were in I and three, including the ), in I. 

For a © [I/D Tl life can be full of nervous moments. But the eternal 
spirit of optimism during life's anxieties, so beautifully expressed later in 
some of his songs (like Wouldn't It Be Nice or Don't Worry Baby) sprang 
surely from Brian's © ¢ 4. Apart from the obvious family connection 
with his two Sagittarian brothers, 4 was his great protector, the energy 
that pulsed good vibrations into his nervy ©. 


Brian Wilson 
June 20, 1942. 03.45 PWT 
Inglewood, California : 33N58 118W21 


\, rules a mutable sign »” but does it rule mutability? The Great Ben- 
efic is traditionally exalted in a Cardinal sign (as Brian's is, in &), yet 
while there is no denying Great Zeus's straightforwardness he was also a 
very flexible god. Mythologically he was always changing shape. A 
bull here, an eagle there, a shower of golden rain over there; and this was 
not just to keep his fleeting attractions from the eyes of his spouse. It 
was his delight to humorously bend and blend. 

And the songs of The Beach Boys are truly Jupiterean. They are joy- 
ously uplifting in their melodies, harmonies and messages. This is a con- 
stant even in songs with such uncomplicated lyrics as California Girls or 
Do It Again, which do more than simply bring alive an image of beach 
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Dennis Wilson 
December 4, 1944. 22.56 PWT; Los Angeles, CA: 34N04 118W15 


Carl Wilson 
December 21, 1946. 10.48 PST; Los Angeles, CA: 34N04 118W15 
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and sun, they somehow convey the warmth of how one feels when the 
gods are shining within. Perhaps Brian's strong } is best observed in 
those songs where the warmth of the © breaks through despite an uncer- 
tain circumstance that his ¥ mind is worrying about. The Jupiterean feel- 
ing of expansion and well being suddenly floods in, seemingly to the as- 
tonishment of the writer. For example, in You're So Good To Me, Brian 
sings as if he can hardly believe anyone could be so nice to him. (How 
Come You Are?). Whereas in God Only Knows (What I'd be without 
you), ¥ appears to have been projected on to the loved one herself — a 
more precarious arrangement. That untrustworthy, mutable, mercurial 
world outside has only been kept at bay through his love for a woman, 
but this beautiful hymn is altogether a sadder song. The singer is de- 
pendent on his lover too much. He has temporarily lost the trust that 4 
will always be in him and pleads to find it only in her. We question 
whether it is really possible to feel that one can own ¥, unless the © or 4 
is actually placed in “? In keeping with the modesty required by his », 
Brian always insisted that his best work came from a higher force operat- 
ing through him. His part was as its translator. 

Brian Wilson gave up touring with The Beach Boys early in their ca- 
reer although he still sang, wrote and produced most of their records. In 
fact he was granted unprecedented freedom to experiment in the studio 
by his record bosses, breaking the mold of rigid technical control for the 
benefit of those who came after. Almost inevitably with his mutable 
chart, the endless monotony of touring and singing the same songs night 
after night, plus the stresses and strains of trying to do too much else 
creatively, resulted in a series of nervous breakdowns. There was no 
chance to think, he acknowledged in interviews; a classic statement from 
a Il with aU ascendant. But freed from the repetitive touring, his rest- 
less inventive genius blossomed further in the recording studio climaxing 
in the album that is measured only alongside The Beatles' Sergeant Pep- 
per in pop immortality, the renowned Pet Sounds, and the multi-million- 
selling masterpiece Good Vibrations.' 

Good Vibrations is a record almost everybody knows and is a musical 
illustration of Brian Wilson's chart. It is so mutable that the tempo 
changes several times during its course making it a delight to hear, 
though a nightmare to dance to. Recorded over a period of six months 
and in four different studios, the search for absolute perfection is, again, 
Brian's ) in 17. Endlessly juggling and synthesising at the recording con- 
sole he eventually melded chunks of disconnected melodies into a seamless 


' As Colin Larkin, author of Virgin's All-Time Top 1000 Albums, points out: the 
fact that Per Sounds is always measured against Sergeant Pepper or Revolver 
rather than vice versa is rather unfair to Brian who was virtually doing the whole 
thing single-handedly, whereas The Beatles had George Martin. 
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Al Jardine 
September 3, 1942. 10.14 EWT; Lima, Ohio: 40N44 84W06 


Mike Love 
March 15, 1941. 10.55 PST; Los Angeles, CA: 34N04 118W15 
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whole. In less experienced hands Good Vibrations could have ended as a 
jerky pastiche, an unrelated glob of bits and pieces hacked off and stuck 
together. Yet his airy II © supported by the glow of } took it all into 
ethereal realms where church organs, purple dresses (and lots of other ¥ 
things) blend like air currents in a flowing entirety. 

‘Genius' is not a word to use indiscriminately, and even in the Rock 
world where everyone has their heroes there are only a few worthy of so 
high a title. Brian Wilson is generally agreed to be one of the few and all 
the more genuinely because he never courted it and the title always wor- 
tied him. With little effort he fits the image of the eccentric crea- 
tor/inventor, being both naturally innovative and original (X rising in 1" 
House; #¥ on the Midheaven). @ is rising too but in the 12" House, 
bringing inspiration to his music from a deeper, meditative source. 
Chart-ruling @ in its own sign of 8 is sensitive and compassionate here 
with a need for retreat into peace and solitude. Brian did need to retreat 
from the world. Perhaps, through his indulgence of drugs and other ec- 
centricities (like distributing heaps of sand in the studio so as to feel it 
under his feet while he composed at the piano), he regressed too far into 
an enclosed 12" House prison to want to return. Such introspection and 
lack of mobility led his } to seek another method of expression. Instead 
of bursting out in airy hit-song fragments the giant planet turned physical 
and Brian became obese. 

Mutability is about blending; about weaving together different strands 
of ever-shifting variables. Mutability is also about cross-fertilisation. It 
has often been said that The Beach Boys cleverly combined the raw rock 
and roll of Chuck Berry with the close harmony singing of The Four 
Freshmen or The Lettermen, as if it were all a contrived formula on their 
part. But the truth is that while they took their inspiration where they 
found it, they were simply a rock group who tried that bit harder and 
never stopped experimenting. Other groups could have raised and em- 
bellished their vocalisation to the standard that The Beach Boys 
achieved, but it was never thought necessary in early upbeat rock and 
roll. 

With this successful hybrid of styles The Beach Boys accidentally 
spawned a brief genre in Rock history loosely termed 'Surf Music', which 
was later taken to vocal extremes by Jan and Dean, and instrumentally by 
The Chantays, The Ventures and The Surfaris. At its peak in 1963 and 
64, this was one of the only genuine American pop styles that ran counter 
to the impact of The Beatles and survived alongside the British pop inva- 
sion. 

Surf Music also included songs about hot-rod cars, for no other ap- 
parent reason than that The Beach Boys had sung about cars in the early 
days in an attempt to widen their audience — quite unnecessarily as it 
turned out. To the record buyer it was the overall sound that mattered, 
not so much that one was set at a racetrack and another on a beach. The 
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marginal sport of Drag Racing, where specially designed cars shot like 
rockets along a straight quarter-mile strip (and had to release parachutes 
for brakes), also found its way into the Surfing scene. Jan & Dean's Drag 
City, one of the follow-up records to their big hit Surf City, was therefore 
describing a mecca for the fans of this type of motor race, rather than a 
town whose inhabitants mutably indulged in cross-dressing. 

Forty years have now passed since The Beach Boys' first record 
Surfin' was released in 1961. Of the three Wilson brothers only one is 
still alive, and perhaps against all the odds it is Brian. (Dennis drowned 
in 1983 aged 39 and Carl died of cancer in 1998 aged 51). \ is the pre- 
server they say. 4 is lucky, they say. But if 4 inclines one to overdo 
when the ) is whispering “Small Is Beautiful”, a lot of mental give and 
take is required to preserve the balance. 

Surfers believe, rightly or wrongly, that there is a hidden rhythm in 
the waves that break. Some mystical numerology has intoned that every 
Ninth Wave is the big one. Surfboard designs reflect this quest for the 
peak moment — "to hit Pause on a cool feeling" — and amid the laws of 
random probability, there is a harmony they believe. 
Brian Wilson's chart illustrates the endless mutable 
belief, that, however unpredictable life's varieties, 4 
will find and preserve the timeless fragments. The 
vast eternal plan is momentarily revealed in 
fractured shapes, colours and melody when the 
shifting mosaic unexpectedly comes together. It is 
only in those brief ecstatic moments as the spirit 
soars that we glimpse the surfer's Grail. Like the 
Silver Surfer the riders finally and fleetingly have 
reached the sky. 


Let’s Consider 


Juan Estadella writes: 

I want to clarify for readers of Considerations some concepts about my work 
with mundane aspects that was published as an article in the last issue of this 
magazine. 

T usually extend the designation of “Parans” to some mundane aspects meas- 
ured in Oblique Ascension (OA) or Oblique Descension (OD) , as I described in 
my article. However, the traditional Parans are different and are calculated in 
another way. To be introduced to the ancient concept of the Paran, readers can 
consult Cyril Fagan’s excellent Primer of Sidereal Astrology. 

T hope this letter helps avoid any confusion my article may have caused. 

—Barcelona, Spain 


? “The Mundane Aspects” Considerations XV: 3 81-84. 
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Wovoka & Louis Riel 
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Tam a prophet, I have been ordained not as a priest, but as a 
prophet of the New World to preach a reformation to you..and I 
will continue to fulfill my mission until I mount the scaffold. 
—Louis Riel 


When the prairie is on fire you see animals run and try to hide 
themselves so that they will not burn. That is the way we are here. 
—Najinyanupi 


S WHITE settlement spread westward across North America 

there arose amongst the enfeebled native cultures a succes- 

sion of prophets with redemptive visions to proclaim. Some- 

times their visionary symbolism sprang from local sources, 
while at other times it derived from Christianity, but no matter what its 
specific content, their message was intended to provide power and inspi- 
ration for those who did not figure in the dream of empire. 

We know these North American prophets mostly as legend, having 
otherwise at our disposal only a few scraps of biography and perhaps one 
or two grainy, poker-face photos. Such, for example, is the case with 
Wovoka, the Paiute prophet, whose great vision of 1889 unleashed a 
wave of native resistance, but whose person remains obscure down to 
this day. On occasion, however, a 
baptismal record will be found, or a 
diary will turn up, that establishes 
the natality of a future prophet with 
some certainty. Louis Riel, the 
métis leader from the Red River 
Settlement, is one of these. For him 
we possess not only a recorded 
birthday but also, miraculously, a 
reliable birth time. 

With data so variable it is 
obvious that we must keep flexible 
our forms of analysis, if we are to 
appreciate the astrology of 
prophetism in its full sweep. Here 
we shall be using two approaches in 
Wovoka particular. In the case of Wovoka 
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we shall take the visionary event itself as a template, or generative chart, 
and from this we shall trace its repercussions through a full Uranian cy- 
cle. Our sense is that events much later in time still somehow resonate 
with the luminous moment of the message giving. For Riel, whose life is 
richly documented, we can use a more conventional approach, focusing on 
both the natal and mutual transits that occurred at major turning points in his 
career. Although this will return us to a person-centered astrology, it will also 
open up a new way of representing the passing of the years. 


enced his first revelation in 1887, after which he began to teach 

his people an invocatory “ghost dance” that had been introduced 
by an earlier Paviotso prophet in 1870. Then, on 1* January 1889, during 
a total eclipse of the sun, Wovoka experienced a further rupture of plane, 
when he was taken up to the spirit world and given a message to convey 
to his people. Wovoka was told that the time was coming soon when all 
the vanished Indians would return to this earth, their youth renewed. 
Their advent would be accompanied by a restoration of the important 
game animals, along with the destruction of all whites in a vast flood. To 
hasten these things the Indians were instructed to perform the ghost 
dance regularly. Those who did not were threatened with supernatural 
destruction. 

Coming in the eerie stillness of a solar eclipse, this vision was to be- 
come the primary basis for Wovoka’s prophetic activity. Like wild fire it 
spread among the peoples of the Plains. But as it radiated out it under- 
went the inevitable process of reinterpretation. Wovoka’s own people, 
the Paiute, seem to have responded mostly to his own personal charisma 
and to the fact that he had the power of summoning rain. Other groups, 
such as the Kiowa, imposed a moralistic shading, while others yet —in 
particular the Sioux —conceived of it in militant terms. Wovoka himself 
seems to have sanctioned the idea that certain ornamented garments, the 
so-called “ghost shirts”, were invulnerable to the white man’s bullets, but 
it is likely that the Sioux read more anti-white hostility into his prophecy 
than Wovoka intended.’ 

Of all the peoples of the Great Plains the Sioux (or more properly the 
Dakota) had suffered the greatest cultural loss. With the advent of the 
horse some 200 years before, they had come to rely almost wholly upon 
the buffalo for subsistence. Among them warrior values had become 
paramount. However, by the late nineteenth century the buffalo herds 
were decimated, and this proud people faced the bleak prospect of a sed- 
entary life, dependent upon pork-barrel officialdom. For them, the adop- 
tion of the ghost dance led to mounting tension with the white residents 


. PAIUTE from western Nevada, Wovoka is said to have experi- 


' Several versions of Wovoka’s prophecy have come down to us, but the earliest 
direct evidence comes from his interview with the ethnologist James Mooney, in 
January 1892. See Mooney, J. 1896/1965. The Ghost Dance Religion and the 
Sioux Outbreak of 1890. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
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of the Dakota region. The first actual signs of revolt came from Pine 
Ridge, the most militant reservation. Here ghost shirts were worn for the 
first time in June 1890. In August 2,000 Sioux held a dance where they 
faced down the reservation agent, who was demanding that they desist 
and go home. 

In October of the same year Chief Short Bull called upon all Indians 
to gather and prepare for the Messiah. A few weeks later General Cus- 
ter’s old regiment, as yet unavenged, was ordered to the front. At this 
some 3,000 Sioux retreated into the Bad Lands with an equal number of 
bluecoats in pursuit. On 28" December a contingent of 100-odd warriors 
was intercepted in the company of their families at a place called 
Wounded Knee. The next morning preparations were made to disarm the 
Indians. With four rapid-firing Hotchkiss artillery pieces the whites were 
in absolute control of the situation. 


Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Wovoka’s Vision Massacre at 
Solar Eclipse Wounded Knee 
1" January 1889 29" December 1890 
1:07 PM PST 8:55 AM MST 
Wabuska, Nevada Wounded Knee, South Dakota 
39N09, 119W13 43N08, 102W22 
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Shortly after eight in the morning the warriors were ordered to deliver 
up their guns; but when only two were surrendered, the troops were sent 
in to ransack the tipis. Everyone was now on edge; and then someone 
drew out his rifle and fired, Instantly a volley was returned and within a 
few minutes 200 Indian people were lying dead and wounded on the 
ground. The rest were massacred by plunging fire from the Hotchkiss 
guns. 

On 16" January 1891 the Sioux made a final surrender. Thereafter 
they were made wards of the State, which employed every means to 
break down their cultural independence. In time, however, the Sioux did 
adapt to the farming life, so that by 1909 many would assert that condi- 
tions were better than in the old buffalo-hunting days. However, in 1916 
a new Indian agent pressured the people into selling off their cattle for 
the war effort and otherwise leasing their land to white ranchers in the 
region. This triggered a general economic decline, and two whole 
generations were lost in the malaise of reservation existence. 

It wasn’t until the 1970s that there was a resurgence of militancy 
among the Sioux. A series of outrages had been committed upon natives 
by whites, culminating in January 1973, when a young Indian was 
stabbed to death, his murderer being charged only with involuntary man- 
slaughter. The victim’s mother called upon the American Indian Move- 
ment (AIM) to help redress this injustice, but on 6" February she herself 
was beaten up in a confrontation at the old courthouse in Custer, North 
Dakota. From this a riot erupted during which the former Chamber of 
Commerce building was burned to the ground. Although no one was 
killed, the Custer courthouse riot was an historic event, the first outbreak 
of violence between white men and Lakota since the massacre at 
Wounded Knee of 1890. 

Events moved quickly that month. The Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Or- 
ganization (OSCRO) was formed specifically to impeach the corrupt and 
autocratic tribal chief. However, when its suit was blocked by the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, OSCRO, with AIM’s assistance, decided to challenge 
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Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Wovoka’s Vision Occupation of 
Solar Eclipse Wounded Knee 
1" January 1889 27" February 1973 
1:07 PM PST 9:15 PM MST 
Wabuska, Nevada Wounded Knee, South Dakota 


the chief’s rule by direct action. On the evening of 27" February 1973 a 
meeting was held near Pine Ridge Village. As many as 600 people gath- 
ered together that night, including the traditional chiefs and headmen 
from all eight of Dakota’s reservation districts. Plans had been made for 
a dance afterwards, but instead those at the meeting formed a caravan 
and drove the 25 miles to Wounded Knee. There they seized the white- 
owned trading post and the Catholic Church in the name of the Oglala 
Sioux. Eleven persons were briefly made hostage, whereupon the occu- 
piers issued a public statement demanding hearings on their treaty as 
well as an investigation of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

The next day Wounded Knee was surrounded by a heavily armed corps of 
FBI agents, U.S. marshals, BIA police, plus the reservation’s own “goon squad”. 
For the next 71 days a state of siege ensued during which a revival of the Inde- 
pendent Oglala Nation was proclaimed. But in this same period the village took 
20,000 rounds of small-arms fire. Many were wounded and two were killed. It 
was a renewed U.S.-Indian war, taking place on the very spot where the last 
such war had occurred 83 years before. Saddened by the shooting death of a 
comrade, the last few holdouts terminated the occupation on 9" May. 
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Inner wheel Wounded Outer wheel 
Massacre Knee Occupation 
29" December 1890 27" February 1973 


We need not detail the subsequent course of events on Pine Ridge 
Reservation, except to note that a protracted struggle took place, involv- 
ing scores of assassinations and retributive killings, along with legal har- 
assment and the political threat that the entire region would be made into 
a “national sacrifice area” for strip mining. Here we wish only to link 
Wovoka’s vision with the siege of 1973 in terms of certain key transits. 

If we look at the two events from the point of view of the outer plan- 
ets alone, then we must regard the last two months of 1972 as especially 
critical. In this period B exactly trines its position at the time of Wo- 
voka’s vision, while ¥ exactly opposes it. We may say that both aspects 
together help rekindle the power and luminosity of the original revela- 
tion. Moreover, in early December X returns to the precise zodiacal posi- 
tion it occupied at the time of the eclipse in 1889. Turning retrograde late 
in January, it recrosses this same position in March and then again, once 
more direct, in September. Contemptuous of routine, revolutionary and 
reckless, ){ impels the Sioux radicals to exert themselves as before “in 
the spirit of Crazy Horse.” 

If the outer planets propose, the inner ones dispose; and from the po- 
sitions of the inner planets on 27" February, it becomes more apparent 
why the flash point came that day. Just prior to the occupation of 
Wounded Knee the ) had transited over the 1889 eclipse point, while o* 
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was closely applying to it. Furthermore, %’s position at the time of the 
vision was also being strongly accentuated. Representing the voice “from 
on high”, 3 in the visionary chart was 9 ¥, meaning that its message was 
likely to mislead or at least be misread. On 4" January 1973 a solar 
eclipse occurred within two arc-minutes of 3’s 1889 position. Later, on 
the night of 27" February the Q exactly conjoined that position, pointing 
to the fact that for the best of reasons the Sioux would goad the whites 
into yet another round of bloodshed [2]. 

Between the position of the © on the night of the occupation and the 
planetary positions at the time of the vision no obvious relationship, 
however, exists. In fact the © seems to be resonating with a different 
moment altogether — that of the massacre itself. On that terrible day o* 
was separating from the apex of a T-square, with in opposition to ¥ and 
P. Forced into company with the agents of expropriation, the native vi- 
sionaries resorted to bogus magic in staging a futile resistance. Now, to- 
wards the end of February 1973 the © was forming another T-square, 
with and ¥ in opposition, this pattern symbolizing a mobilization in 
defense of the poor and the oppressed. When the people in the hall at 
Pine Ridge decided to reoccupy Wounded Knee, the © was precisely 
conjunct the position of o at the time of the massacre. 

By linking a transiting planet —in this case the © —with a point in 
time subsequent to the vision, we have opened up a new dimension in the 
astrology of redemptive movements. While the visionary moment re- 
mains fundamental for the movement’s unfolding, we must now also 
consider the possibility of there being subsidiary charts for moments that 
have seared themselves for good or ill into the collective consciousness, 
even unto the third and fourth generations. 


Pendant worn by Shaman 
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devoted his energies tirelessly, indeed recklessly, to the cause of 

the métis people; and yet at the same time he thirsted for political 
power, seeking personal aggrandizement. His attention swung between 
visionary euphoria and political intrigue. For a time he was mad. But he 
also outfoxed a very crafty Prime Minister. In many respects this prophet 
straddled the abyss between the nomadic and the industrial ways of life. 
Though a defender of the past, he “did not belong to what he defended... 
his education had separated him from such a life.” In Riel we encounter a 
modern-day shaman sneaking awkwardly through the idiom of the 
Church; thus we overhear him in 1877 proclaiming to Mgr. Bourget: “Je 
suis le joyeux telephone qui vous transmet les discours du ciel.” 


| OUIS RIEL was a complex man. Instinctively humanitarian, he 


Inner wheel Louis Riel Outer wheel 
Birth Death by hanging 
22" October 1844 16" November 1885 
10:00 AM LMT 8:40 AM LMT 
St. Boniface, Manitoba Regina, Saskatchewan 
49N54, 97W07 50N30, 104W38 


© in the 11" house 0 * in the 2"; © opposed P in the 4"; ¢ at cul- 
mination ° XK in the 4": these three natal aspects by themselves help ex- 
plain why Riel resorted to arms over the issue of land claims on the two 
occasions when he led the métis in their struggle against Canadian ex- 
pansionism. All the same, Riel’s ), opposed by 2, conjoins ¥ in H. On 
more than one occasion this spellbinder would lower his voice and with 
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sanctified utterance invoke the protection of the Virgin of militias. 

Riel was born in 1844 near the town of St. Boniface in what is now 
the Province of Manitoba. Known in those days as the Red River Settle- 
ment, the Manitoba region was administered by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany largely as a source of fur and dried buffalo meat. The population of 
the Settlement consisted of native people, a scattering of English and 
French-Canadians, and a group of mixed ancestry who were called métis. 
Riel was a métis. 

Sponsored by the Church, Riel went east for further education and by 
the time he returned to St. Boniface in 1868 the Hudson’s Bay Company 
had ceased to wield effective administration over the Settlement. In the 
following year the Company finally agreed to sell its territorial rights to 
Canada. This decision outraged the métis, who had not been consulted, 
and in November 1869 in defiance of Canadian pressure they formed a 
provisional government of their own. As its pro tern president Louis 
Riel, the rustic intellectual, suddenly entered world history. 

What follows is a chronology of the turning points in Riel’s life ar- 
rayed against the concurrent positions of the six outermost planets.’ This 
is as much as to say that Riel was responding at these points directly to 
the quality of the moment, quite apart from his - 
own natality. For a visionary soul it is surely 
appropriate for us to consider personal transits to 
his birth chart only secondarily. 


1844: 22™ October, 10:00 AM LMT at St. 
Boniface, Red River Settlement. This is Riel’s 
birth date according to his mother. Riel himself — 
believed that he was born on the 23". The 2 
question cannot be settled on a documentary 
basis, because the baptismal record at St. Boniface has been destroyed.’ 


? With the obvious exception of Riel’s birth moment, I have focused exclusively 
upon certain events or turning points, when the person takes on a new set of 
roles, enters into fresh relations with a new set of people, and acquires a new 
self-conception. My procedure was to read through the standard biographies 
before considering the astrological patterns, in order that a sense of significance 
might arise from the life itself, rather than from the Ephemeris. The data were 
abstracted in two stages: In the first place an extensive set of notes was taken for 
important events that could be timed to within a day or two; then, having a sense 
of the contours of the life, a much smaller number of critical turning points was 
selected. 

3 From my own personal experience I have no doubt that 22" October is the 
correct birth date. My confidence is based on the synchronistic shock of casting 
Riel’s chart for the first time on 11" January 1983, only to realize moments later 
that transiting P, then at 29° 24” +, had precisely conjoined the prophet’s solar 
position the evening before. B had not tenanted this zodiacal degree since the 
1700s; and I could only conclude, aghast, that the Lord of the Underworld was 
summoning forth a particularly troubled shade for intensive astrological treatment. 
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Major transits at turning points in Louis Reil’s life 


Date of y 4 x ¥ B 
1865 8" Mar [a¥, 2°) ¢Oo%/] oF 
1869 11" Oct ay oF og oP 
1870 4" Mar £2 ag o¥ ay ag 
1870 24" Aug | oD *P ae a oP >) 
1872 23 Feb | oY ~¥ oP *) 
1874 30" Mar oy aQ £O 
1874 18"Dec | ¢O sO *@ eO |} an¥ 
1875 2"! Feb *4 oh £0 oF 
1875 8" Dec a0 ay of ¢% joreO| a¥ 
1876 6" Mar *h a0 ah O) 
1883 16" Mar *PB oY |~¥~P} aQ ~O 
1884 5" Jun ~% aX ag of} oF Jada 
1885 18"Mar | oY +O Od jot PX) oF a> 
1885 1* Aug ax OX |odtat| *¥ * MK 
1885 16"Nov |Od'=K| a *Q *y ag 
1865: 8" March. In 1858 Bishop Taché sent Riel a 


and two other promising students to the College of 
Montreal for further education. Four months before 
the completion of his baccalaureate Riel suddenly 
quits the College, possibly on account of a love af- "ty 
fair. He does not return to St. Boniface until July of  \ 

1868. 


1869: 11" October. Riel takes the initiative in pre- 
venting a Canadian survey of the Red River 
region. He and a group of militant métis stand on 
the chain, while Riel declares the territory south of 
the Assiniboine as the possession of the people of 
Red River. A few days later the métis adapt the 
traditional organization for the annual buffalo hunt 
to the political needs of the moment; and in 
Decembe Riel becomes de facto president of the 
Government. 


1870: 4"" March at noon. Thomas Scott, a very 
troublesome Canadian ruffian, is executed by 
the Provisional Government. This provokes an 
Orange backlash in Ontario that continues for 
years. “By one unfortunate error of judgment... 
Louis Riel set his foot upon the path which led 
not to glory but to the gibbet” 
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1870: 24" March. A revised Constitution of 
the Provisional Government is ratified and 
Riel takes the oath as President. In April he 
suggests that the name of the Red River region 
be changed to “Manitoba”. In May the Mani- 
toba Bill receives Royal Assent, giving the 
region the status of a Province and ensuring 
métis rights. Riel is repeatedly assured of an am- 
nesty, but it never comes. 


1870: 24" August. British regulars under Wol- 
seley advance to within a few miles of Winni- 
peg. After weeks of painful indecision, Riel 
flees at dawn to St. Vital, where his mother 
lives. Before leaving, however, he declares: “No 
matter what happens now, the rights of the mé- 
tis are assured by the Manitoba Act; that is what 
I wanted —My mission is finished.” 


1872: 23" February. In December 1871 
armed men ransacked Riel’s house in his ab- 
sence. Later, John A. Macdonald sent Riel 
$1,000, provided he would accept voluntary 
exile. An amnesty being out of the question, in 
February Riel and Ambroise Lepine slip out 
of St. Vital under cover of night, arriving in 
St. Paul Minnesota on 2": March. A period of 
fruitless political maneuvering follows. 


1874: 30" March. Riel is twice elected in the 
Manitoba County of Provencher. With funds 
supplied by Taché and others he travels to 
Montreal in October 1873. Still fearing for his 
life, on this March afternoon he slips in the 
side door of the Parliament buildings in Ot- 
tawa, takes the oath of allegiance as an M.P., 
signs the roll, then disappears before he can be 
apprehended. 


1874: 18" December. Disappointed in politics, 
Riel begins to conceive of himself as a prophet. 
On a mountain near Washington, D.C. he has a 
vision. “The same spirit who showed himself to 
Moses in the midst of the burning cloud appeared 
to me in the same manner. He said to me “Rise up, 
Louis David Riel, you have a mission to fulfill”. 
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1875:12" February. The Liberal Prime Minis- 
ter Alexander Mackenzie moves an amnesty 
for all those concerned in “the North-West 
troubles”, saving Riel and two others who 
were directly implicated in Scott’s execution. 
Riel is given five years banishment. In the 
evening the motion is approved on a straight 
Party vote. 


1875: 8" Decem- 
ber. Riel has a series of powerful visionary 
experiences. On the 8" December he is seized 
with a joy so intense that he hides his face ina 
handkerchief. This is followed almost imme- 
diately by a sensation of extreme depression, 
as intense as the earlier feelings of joy. 


1876: 6" March. Liv- 
ing with friends in Vermont, Riel becomes in- 
creasingly agitated. Frenzied and unrestrainable, 
he is admitted to a Montreal hospital under an 
assumed name. In May he is transferred in se- 
crecy to an asylum at Beauport, near Quebec 
City. Here his record of admission is falsified to 
protect him from the still vengeful Orangemen. 


1883: 16" March. Released from asylum in 
January 1878, Riel goes west in September of 
that year, inspired by the possibility of confed- 
erating all the native and métis peoples between 
the Saskatchewan and the Missouri Rivers. He 
marries a métis woman in 1881, and they have 
two children. In March of 1883 he becomes an 
American citizen before a judge at Ft. Benton, 
Montana. 


1884: 5" June. A schoolteacher since 1883, 
Riel is visited by a delegation of northern Sas- 
katchewan métis seeking advice on how they 
should go about obtaining their rights in the 
face of governmental indifference. The next 
day, on the 6", Riel proposes in writing to re- 
turn with them to Canada. Besides rendering 
political assistance, he will petition the Cana- 
dian government for a land grant owing him. 
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1885: 18" March. Riel has affected an uneasy 
union between French and English métis in 
northern Saskatchewan. Mesmerized by 
memories of the Manitoba resistance, he and a 
group of militants take hostages and declare a 
Provisional Government at Batoche. On the 
19" they choose a Council, which Riel calls 
the Exovedate, a synthetic Latin construction 
meaning “those picked from the flock.” 


1885: 12" May. On 26" March there is a 
bloody clash between the métis and a police 
detachment at Duck Lake. In the same period 
the Canadian government assembles a large 
troop and sends this west by rail. Riel prevents 
the métis from taking up guerrilla tactics, and 
after an inconclusive engagement Batoche is 
invested on 9" May. The defenders, however, 
are well dug in, and the town is not overrun 
until 12" May, at 4 PM. 


1885: 1 August. Riel surrenders on 15" May 
and is taken under heavy guard to Regina. There 
is a 10-day trial during which his lawyers enter 
an insanity plea. Riel, however, states that he 
worked “to better the condition of the people of 
the Saskatchewan at the risk of my life... If you 
say I was right, you can conscientiously acquit 
me”. At 3:15 PM, 1* August, he is sentenced to 
hang with a recommendation of mercy. 


1885: 16" November. Although Prime Minis- 
ter John A. Macdonald tended to follow jury 
recommendations to mercy, in Riel’s case he 
would only appoint a committee to look into 
the question of the prisoner’s sanity. After two 
reprieves, Riel, now calm of spirit, is hung at 
8:40 A.M. 


Now, although each one of these events, 
from birth to death, could be studied in depth, 
there are three turning points which are of particular importance if we are 
to understand Riel’s career as a prophet: the execution of Thomas Scott; 
the visionary throes near Washington; and the last days at Batoche. At 
these three points the outer planets, both by mutual and by natal transits, 
triggered decisions that were irreversible and by any measure disastrous. 

While there were certain hard transits being made to Riel’s birth map 
at the time of the Thomas Scott incident, of overwhelming significance is 
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the fact that 4 was separating from a mutual conjunction with B by only 
14 arc-minutes when the execution itself took place. From our earlier 
account of the prophet Mambu* we can recall Ebertin’s description of the 
negative manifestations of this potent combination: Following participa- 
tion in an uprising, the leader falls into conflict with the executors of 
governmental power, suffers arrest and loses everything. 

The astrological patterning is again quite focused at the time of Riel’s 
Washington vision, when he became convinced of his mission as a 
prophet of the New World, but now it is the planet ¥ that is being accen- 
tuated. Retrograding at 28° T, ¥ closely opposes & o 4 in +, while the ) 
moving through the last decanate of T draws in the enticing light. ¥ thus 
opposes Riel’s ©, while o” and ¥ are about to invigorate it by conjunc- 
tion; but more magisterial yet is the fact that transiting P makes a square 
to the prophet’s ¥, precise to the very minute that day. 

Finally, during the siege of Batoche we find retrograde \K in a loose 
conjunction with Riel’s o*, while 4 squares his ) and ¥ squares itself. 
Then, with the town’s defenses collapsing the transiting ) briefly op- 
poses Riel’s natal O, while the transiting © — now squaring his natal $ 
— makes an exact conjunction with ¥ at 22° 3. By this point his sense of 
heaviness and estrangement is so great that the prophet simply resigns 
himself to the care of his Lord. 

Six months later on the day of 
Riel’s hanging the © now opposes ¥ 
by mutual transit. We shiver: As the 
trap door is sprung, )X and the mid- 
heaven become one. 

Riel, like the Sudanese Mahdi, 
was born in 1844 with ¥ * PB. In our 
own time the “long sextile” has once 
again become the fundamental angle, 
although ¥ is now the leading planet. 
By aspect Riel and ourselves are thus 
equidistant from _the 1892 
conjunction of # and B, which for 
one thing marked the watershed of 
European expansion. Riel’s great 
demon was the railroad that could 
hurtle gatling guns from the vanish- 
ing point out onto the buffalo 
grounds; nowadays our own demons 
squat in icy silos, a warren of plutonium gophers sniffing at the stars. 
What in the interim has been the fate of the visionary mind? In its brush 
with raw machine power has it since learned to appreciate irony? 

They say there are good positions in the field of televangelism for 
sincere and dedicated people like Riel and Wovoka. Just a drop or two of 
murine will wash the wildness from their eyes. 


4 See article in Considerations XV: 3. 
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In fact, it is a touchy business to broach the possibility that even the 
greatest of the anticolonial prophets may have suffered derangement or 
transmitted false visions. Such a line of inquiry, it is said, can only give 
comfort to the forces of reaction, which will seize upon any shred of evi- 
dence — even astrological evidence — to ridicule and belittle move- 
ments of resistance at the base. Would it not be more progressive to pre- 
sent these messianic figures, freshly bowdlerized, as early advocates of a 
liberation theology? 

But to glorify such men simply as champions of the oppressed is to 
ignore the social impacts of the visionary mind in its full, unfettered 
flight. Galvanized by unseen powers, these 19" century prophets more 
closely resemble shamans than they do saints. They are thoroughly con- 
flicted beings, whose minds are rarely at peace. As we have seen from 
transit astrology, they are apt to respond unthinkingly to the energies of 
the phenomenal world. At the beginning of their careers they were trans- 
fixed by a momentary break in the clouds; but the angelic beings with 
which they held parley seem remarkable to us mostly for the fact that 
they have so long eluded earth-plane embodiment. 

Shamans, apart from healing and catalyzing their people, also have 
the power to lead them into unmitigated disaster. Their power is truly 
dangerous, and this is why they are treated so warily by those they would 
influence. Thus it would be not at all in the style of pre-industrial politics 
to cover up the fact that Riel’s delusions of grandeur, his theocratic pre- 
tensions, greatly increased the sum of suffering among those he led; 
rather, his cometary career as a prophet would almost certainly become 
the subject of long, cautionary tales to be told after the little children 
have all gone to bed. 
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Hype, Hope & Hubris 
The Superlative Jupiter 


HELEN BEST 


V/ INCE ancient Babylonian times Jupiter, 
under various names, has been seen as a 
great benefic energy. A sky and 
weather god, he is chief deity and Great 

Father, the counterpart of the Great Mother. 

A product of the polytheistic consciousness, 
some scholars believe that Marduk-Zeus-Jupiter is the precursor of the 
one god of monotheism. If this is true, and history shows that religious 
belief is not born out of a vacuum, then Jupiter emerges as nothing less 
than the Judeo-Christian “one” God. 

It would be beyond the scope of this article to explore the parallels 
between these supreme deities. A little can be said, though, about the 
two older forms. Marduk was a kind of cosmic, interventionist god that 
most of us today would find familiar. The Mesopotamians saw him as 
omnipresent in all the planets. Crucially, the Enuma elish extols: “Mar- 
duk ... To Thee we have given kingship over the totality of the whole 
universe.” 

There are numerous similarities, too, between Zeus and Jehovah. 
Both were putative bearded father deities associated with the heavens, 
mountains and weather conditions, in particular thunderstorms. In a 
typical Biblical theophany Psalm 18 describes the heavens parting and 
God descending, dark clouds at his feet. We hear that “Out of the 
brightness of His presence clouds advanced, with hailstones and bolts of 
lightning.” 

The Ten Commandments, too, were given in the very Zeus-like set- 
ting of a stormy Mount Sinai, with God answering Moses “in thunder”. 

Supreme God then, or one God, what does the 4 energy mean in as- 
trological terms? What can we expect when 4 comes around, by transit 
say? It comes as no surprise that this is a very energized influence. The 
“God” feeling would hardly be anything else. We feel positive and con- 
fident at this time, perhaps even to an unrealistic degree. There is a 
touch of Zeus in us and we feel we can get what we want out of the Crea- 
tion that lies before us. During this phase we are not afraid to take risks, 
to ask for favors, or to assert our worth. Best of all, the hubris we exhibit 
does not seem to bring about our downfall, for this is a time when we 
will usually get away with things. 
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What is coming through us is the mind-stuff of this chief executive 
god. With 4 signaling loud and clear others seem to perceive us differ- 
ently. Now a new kind of authority arises in us, something that subtly 
asserts that we are to be taken seriously, something that insists we are 
deserving of life’s laurels. And, as if commanded by the great god him- 
self, others usually pay heed. For a while we partake of the mysterious 
power possessed by those who are highly successful. Usually we are in 
thrall to this energy in them, thereby granting others success. But now 
the boot is on the other foot. It is our turn. 

The uplifting and all-encompassing feel of this sky deity tends to ac- 
celerate the pace of life. As most of us know, 4 often brings travel, air 
flight naturally being a favorite. A cliché though it is, one’s intellectual 
horizons will often widen. We may engage in learning for pleasure, or 
formal study. It is worth noting that our God is definitely a bookish sort. 
Study and learning are very much what he expects of us. 

As we all know, God is also given to laying down the law, and 4 
transits will often bring dealings with legal matters, or perhaps rules and 
regulations in another form. 

Under the Sky Father, or God the Father in Heaven if you prefer, mat- 
ters to do with the father principle may well be on the agenda. How we 
experience this depends on our age, gender and circumstances. Natu- 
rally, more than one facet of the energy may present itself. A young 
woman, for instance, may find herself thinking seriously about who she 
would like to father her children. During the same phase there may also 
be changes or developments to do with her own father or other male rela- 
tives in respect of the father principle or fathering. 

A man’s experience of ¥ is potentially more direct than that of a 
woman, this being an essentially masculine energy. Astrological influ- 
ences have a definite gender in my view, as they are rooted in human 
experience. Fathering, authority, leadership, these are the kind of issues 
aman may find himself addressing. 

We need also to account for the weather god aspect of this deity, for 
this was, or should we say that it is, one of his main functions. Both 
Zeus and Jehovah, as I have said, were expressive of cloud and rain. As 
I sat down to start writing this article a rain shower unexpectedly fell at 
the very same moment. It was the first rain we had seen for several days. 
Evidently I had unconsciously timed by endeavors to the role of this de- 
ity. 

A few months earlier, coinciding with my first nascent thoughts about 
this article, and an accompanying ¥ transit, I was invited to contribute to 
a television program about the weather. 

It might be argued that a factor such as this is of little use for experi- 
ential or predictive astrology, as it has no direct personal bearing on an 
individual. I disagree. I believe it is a question of looking out for the 
energy at work, and knowing how to apply it. At Jovian times we cannot 


82 


Considerations XV: 4 


but be subtly attuned to the weather god in some way, for such matters 
run deep in the psyche. We may express it in a creative way, through 
poetry or art, for example. Or we might find the weather a significant 
factor in some other context such as the activities we plan. If we are in 
harmony with Ombrios and Hyettios (Rainer) then the downpour will 
come when the garden or crops most need it. If we are not, then we 
might find this (occasionally) willful deity raining on our parade. 

To a considerable extent one’s practical experience of weather condi- 
tions during } transits depends on where one lives and also on the time 
of year. But we all share instinctual and atavistic feelings about such 
things, and these will undoubtedly be touched off in some way. The 
question is recognizing it. 

More particularly weather-wise, Zeus was, of course, known for hurl- 
ing thunderbolts. In my experience this seems to have translated astro- 
logically into actions and activities of a similar kind, for example, tennis, 
bowls, javelin, archery (very ~), darts and rockets. Although I am un- 
able to link it to any mythology I have come across, I have often ob- 
served that this planet also seems to rule anything involving sliding, slip- 
ping and gliding. Typical expressions might be snow or water skiing, 
skating, painting (especially of the kind that puts a shine on a surface), 
buffing and polishing. 

Astrological energies tend, in my view, to be somewhat subtle. While 
they certainly may produce concrete events, more often than not they 
simply lend a particular “flavor” to the period in question. This is one 
reason why a transit sometimes appears not to “work”. Our expectations 
of it were, in all honesty, too crude. It is, for the most part, in the fine 
details of our everyday lives that astrological energies are to be found. 
JP is to be discerned in the types of people we encounter at this time. 
Some of them may be expressly characteristic of the energy: lawyer, 
teacher, religious educator, etc. But others may carry no more than a hint 
of old Jove: the booming voice, say, that is evocative of popular notions 
of God, or perhaps the curly locks of Zeus or his fringed garment. \ will 
also be present in our moods, thoughts and energy level, the drift of con- 
versations, and so on. 

The perfectly literal expressions of the planet or deity must not be 
forgotten either. You might, for instance, be reading this article under a 
\ transit. Or you might find yourself connecting with 4 through astron- 
omy or mythology, by a trip to Israel, even Jehovah’s Witnesses at the 
door. 

These then, in broad brushstrokes, are the sort of things we are likely 
to experience under this planet. For a more detailed picture we need to 
take into account the individual him/herself, and to consider the blending 
of energies. While we all like an influence that we perceive as brining 
good fortune, its meaning and relevance is different for each of us. To 
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reach this we need to ask questions such as “What does Jupiter mean for 
me at this time?” 

Personality factors are naturally all-important. The 4 energy is exu- 
berant, inflated and over-the-top. How am I going to handle it? The ex- 
travert and go-getter may either not notice the energy as it is so natural to 
her, or she may be driven to extremes by it. The careful introvert, on the 
other hand, may come out of his shell for a while. 

Fortunately, most of us express 4 in a wholesome way. But unbri- 
dled Zeus is evident all around us. We see it in the illness of mania, in 
religious grandiosity, in megalomania and in exalted cosmic visions, 
whether in the arts or in science. God can certainly overdo things — if we 
let Him. 


Astrology’s Paradigm 
Its main axioms and implications 


RICHARD VETTER 


N THE SIXTIES the historical scientist T. Kuhn coined the concep- 

tion of different “paradigms”. According to him a paradigm is a 

specific scheme or way of thinking; it’s sort of a mental frame or 

pattern —a research program directing generations of scientists in 
their ordinary doings. A paradigm provides the scientific community’s 
basic axioms; all conceivable questions and answers depend on its prem- 
ises, The prevailing paradigm is the glasses everyone is looking through. 
It defines the categories of perception that people need in dealing with 
reality. Because of its broad acceptance (within the scientific commu- 
nity) the paradigm is the motor of all research’s progress. Yet, the para- 
digm’s inherent model of reality inevitably also limits the scientists’ re- 
sults — for one just can’t see what one is unable to imagine! 

Whenever a paradigm’s faults and errors (anomalies) become obvious 
~ which in astronomy occurred following the new discoveries that came 
with the introduction of the telescope — the dominant world-view will 
slide into a crisis and finally break down. That is how the Copernican 
Revolution and the paradigm shift from Newton’s mechanics to quantum 
physics took place. 

Principally you can’t compare two paradigms’ basic assumptions. 
They are incommensurable (i.e. incompatible) since each was established 
from fundamentally different “laws”. They are rooted in diverging modes 
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of perception and cannot understand each other’s language — even when 
using the same terms or symbols. 

Every paradigm has specific ideas and methods. It forms its own kind 
of theories and bears its own fruits or empirical “facts” by means of its 
own special measuring instruments. From the (ignorant) viewpoint of 
one paradigm the results of another are inevitably wrong — they will be 
based on some quite “absurd” presuppositions. Unfortunately, we pos- 
sess no external (objective) criteria for that precious thing we call truth — 
so we can’t really back one position; for example, we can’t prove the 
Bible’s arguments in its dispute with science. Every paradigm has its 
own kind of logic and reasoning; accordingly, we must call each para- 
digm coherent and plausible in its way — though it may describe and ex- 
plain a world and its phenomena that is totally different to our personal 
view. 

Without doubt astrology is such a unique paradigm. Though in its 
several thousand year-old history the theories about planetary influence 
have changed a lot, astrology’s essence has nevertheless remained the 
same. At different times astrology’s contents have been viewed differ- 
ently — but its central axioms have remained. The starry wisdom’s pillars 
are: 


The principle of analogy or correspondence 

The conception of time's quality and contents 

The conception of the number's quality (the mainly geomet- 
tic horoscope model) 


VvVV 


or divining methods. Its symbols are metaphoric; they function 
like parables and rely on some parallelism between heaven and 
earth. Microcosm and macrocosm, inside and outside, things are in ac- 
cordance to one another — there is an essential equivalence, a special kin- 
ship on the level of sense and meaning. Yet, the kind of similarity be- 
tween the things above and below is not a fixed one; a constellation’s 
level of realization or factual manifestation is not determined. Nature in 
this regard proves quite inventive, creative and manifold — though the 
observed phenomena are always consistent with the actual planetary con- 
figuration, that is, all the things occur according to the underlying sym- 
bolic pattern. We cannot prophesy how an analogy will become realized 
in every detail; exactly testing and validating a constellation’s effects is a 
fruitless effort — for the cosmos is smarter than the human mind in de- 
tecting and producing totally new equivalents. 
The law of accordance does not talk about causation; analogies do not 
tell of unequivocal heavenly causes and earthly consequences. The prin- 
ciple of “above and below” is a descriptive one: the structure of the at- 


A STROLOGY has its /aw of analogy in common with all mantic 
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mospheric powers, the relations and connections of the diverse existing 
energies can only be described, and then only in an intricately differenti- 
ated way. As a result, grasping and naming a constellation’s meaning is 
more useful and important than mentally or empirically analyzing it. 

The reason why someone or something reacts to the cosmic condi- 
tions is usually explained by natural philosophical terms like “affinity” or 
“resonance”. The medieval myth of the music of the spheres (which is 
rooted in the Pythagorean tradition) states that a soul’s chords will sound 
whenever the chords in the planetary harp that accord to it are plucked. 
Modern authors say that the only things that can befall me are those that I 
am receptive to or ready for, those I am unconsciously attracted to. So 
causation goes the other way round, it doesn’t begin with the stars and 
planets but with the unconscious self. 

Thinking in analogies is older than astrology; it is at least older — and 
more important — than the astrologer referring to astronomical data. As 
T. Schaefer has pointed out, historically the first chart — the Mesopota- 
mian liver chart — didn’t need any stars and their diligent observation. 
Yet, the ancients were already making use of astrology’s typical system 
of correspondences! 


upon. This is actually the central axiom of every oracular method 

(like the I-Ching or Tarot systems). In this view time is not con- 
sidered an empty container that may be filled with any content. Time is 
not a river senselessly passing by; it is not a clock just ticking indiffer- 
ently. Time is seen as being full of meaning, it is some kind of transcen- 
dent, unlimited reservoir; it is seen as being pregnant with all potentiali- 
ties, with all the seeds of creation — and in every moment one or the other 
is born or actualized. In this sense time may be equated with absolute 
being or eternity, whose otherworldly concentrated substrata get un- 
zipped along this world’s quantitative time axis, thus becoming visible 
and siezable to everyone. 

During a process of the time’s contents being manifested the astrolo- 
ger is able to detect specific cycles and rhythms. He is able to see some 
repetition of the same, extended or reduced (cf. the transits and direc- 
tions), even though a constellation’s physical realization may differ 
enormously. On the abstract level of sense and meaning there is no doubt 
about a moment's content — it is quite definite and clear. Yet, its concrete 
manifestation may put on many garments. 

From an astrological view, events happening at the same time are in- 
terrelated in a non-causal way — a principle C. Jung called synchronicity. 
Thus persons and things (or planetary cycles) are connected to one an- 
other; and there is an inner correspondence or coincidence — though to a 
layman’s eye they seem to have nothing in common. The time and place 
of an occurrence is not irrelevant or accidental; its specific attributes de- 


T IMB’S quality is the second pillar astrology’s model is based 
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pend on hidden (occult) processes and developments. Astrology’s code 
tries to decipher this cosmic bell’s toll. 

Because of time’s quality the moment of birth is absolutely crucial; 
the eminent moment of a being entering into earthly existence will in- 
form the astrologer all about a person’s qualities and endowments. Like a 
vintage, each individual born at a specific time will bear that moment’s 
unique characteristics, its typical aura and flavor. As his life progresses 
the person will give shape to the special 
contents of the moment of his first cry. “The 
beginning contains the end,” the Emerald 
Table’s affiliated concept says. This is an 
Uroboric idea (the snake biting its own tail), 
saying that a development’s starting point, its 
course and its results are inseparably bound up 
with one another. 


tain degree numerical quantities, that is, enumerations and arith- 

metic procedures, are necessary for astrologers — the tables of the 
ephemeris and the results of computer calculations become the basis for 
any interpretation. Yet — another Pythagorean idea — figures and numbers 
are predominantly considered metaphysical entities that transport some 
profound meaning. 

Just as in numerology, the numeral “one” stands for something whole 
and complete, and this corresponds to the © and the conjunction aspect. 
The numeral “two” is symbolic of things that are split or separated, of 
something tossing back and forth — and these are also typical features of 
the ) and the opposition aspect, and so on. Such qualitative view of 
numbers were still customary four hundred years ago — which is why 
people then and in earlier times considered the term “mathematician” to 
be a synonym of the astrologer’s profession. 

Detailed geometry is the point wherein the knowledge of the stars dif- 
fers and distinguishes itself from other mantic systems. Yet, the astro- 
logical conception altogether isn’t just a reflection of the firmament’s 
given or observed facts: the horoscope is a sort of a typification, a styl- 
ized model of astronomical realities. By it all heavenly bodies become 
related to the ecliptic — their actual declination or latitude doesn’t really 
matter. And the ecliptic is not depicted as an ellipse but as a perfect (Pla- 
tonic) circle. It is criteria like proportion and symmetry that are decisive 
in astrology’s system. (Kepler deserves the greatest accolades because of 
his sublime geometrical and harmonic explanation of the astrological 
aspects.) For aesthetical and theoretical reasons the ©’s annual path has 
been divided into twelve equal — ideal, not real — parts of exactly 30°. 
Similarly the earth’s rotation has been dealt with: every day is seen to 
consist of twelve phases or houses (of approximately two hours). These 


T HE QUALITY of numbers is the third central axiom. To a cer- 
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In general, the figure “four” stands for structural categories of being, i.e. 
the elements and quadrants. And the figure “three” signifies dynamics — 
cardinal, fixed and mutable (houses or signs); Doebereiner’s triple-step 
evolution (jumping from the third to the first quadrant, going on to the 
second and finally reaching the fourth) is another illustration of this nu- 
meral’s inherent energetic moment and drive. 

Whenever in a beginners’ course a student of astrology counts a 
chart’s weight of the elements, this is already an engagement in astrol- 
ogy’s specific geometry. Whenever we simply differentiate the planets’ 
distribution dualistically — regarding east and west (of the meridian), 
above or below (of the horizon), positive-negative, active or passive — 
this is already the gate to interpretation. For in astrological thinking these 
simple numerical categories (one, two, three, four...) are each coupled 
with certain meanings. 

Let’s consider this paradigm’s links and further implications: 


systems. Alchemy and the Kabala especially use similar symbols; 

they also explicitly refer to the mythical Hermes Trismegistos and 
his doctrine “as above, so below”. To historians this isn’t astonishing at 
all: both astrology and esoteric thought were integral parts of syncretism; 
the Mesopotamian astral cult and the gnosis reached Europe together. 
The Hellenes succeeded in decisively systematizing the oracle of the 
stars; yet, despite their mental penetration astrology remained a mantic 
tool — it still was and still is a method essentially based on interpretation, 
one that depends on some attribution of sense and meaning to the con- 
stellations. 

(By the way, every thorough examination of the belief in the stars 
cannot help but extensively honor its long history and tradition; on the 
other hand, being aware of your origin is also a precondition to knowing 
who you are — and where to go.) 

The esoteric philosophy is based on the idea of the Uni Mundi — a 
kind of a universal magical reality wherein all objects and beings are 
mysteriously bound together. To modern (scientific) thought this all 
seems rather indistinct, dreamlike, not to say childish imagination. That 
ancient conception could be pretty real, though: only archaic ideas like 
the Unio Magica can explain astrology’s laws of cause and effect. As- 
trology’s mechanisms of functioning take place on quite a “primitive”, 
primordial level of creation — a level where body, soul and spirit are still 
unified; a level where matter and energy/consciousness, character and 
destiny, the inside and outside world, are not yet differentiated. From 
psychology’s viewpoint this is an area that is deeply (collectively) un- 
conscious; it is a reflective or magical-projective level of being — one in 
which every (more or less conscious) yearning immediately comes true, 
as in Bastian’s land Phantasia. 


F IRST OF ALL, there’s a great closeness to the traditional esoteric 
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INCE its beginnings astrology has been intimately interwoven 
with belief and religion. The teachings from the stars were always 
embedded in some supernatural cosmology. In ancient times the 
fixed stars were equated with the gods; in the Middle Ages people 
thought angels lived on the planets. Up until now in every non-European 
culture astrology has been an integral part of the religious philosophy. 
There was and still is an (American) Indian, a Taoist, a Hindu, an Is- 
lamic, and — last but not least — a specific kind of Christian astrology. 
Mithraism, Christianity’s alter ego — from whom the celebration day of 
Christmas was stolen — was truly an astral religion. Great teachers of the 
Church (Thomas Aquinas or Luther’s companion Melanchthon are two 
examples) taught and believed in astrology; as did some bishops and 
even popes. Ecclesiastical iconography showed Jesus Christ (as regent) 
amid the Zodiac. The philosophical system of the Florentine Neo- 
Platonic Ficino could be called Christianity’s highest spiritual reconcilia- 
tion with so-called paganism. Christian Medieval society’s strata were 
thought to be a copy of the order above. (We may feel the social condi- 
tions of these times were pretty miserable, yet people felt safe and shel- 
tered within their cosmos — very unlike the rootlessness of modern man.) 
The astrological concept fits in perfectly with man’s belief in some 
higher being. In dealing with astrology’s phenomena we are almost 
forced to assume some entity or level beyond, one that directs all the 
things and processes in the material world. How else could this complex, 
breath-taking order that encompasses both heaven and earth have come 
into being? Only something inconceivable to the human mind is capable 
of coordinating this universal, wonderful clockwork of persons, situa- 
tions and destiny. 


‘ 7 ALUES also are an essential part of astrology’s paradigm. The 
importance of values is already implied by the eminent position 
of “quality” among astrology’s central axioms. In every round 

and whole system there is no way of being one-sided; in every compre- 

hensive theory we cannot ignore life’s totality. In a holistic model like 

astrology every statement also contains its opposite to some extent: a 

paradox that inevitably guides us beyond the visible, towards metaphysi- 

cal qualities and values. 

In the astrologer’s pragmatic daily work value judgments are omni- 
present: some aspects and transits are seen as favorable, others less so (in 
view of the whole). The counseling job especially aims at identifying the 
individual client’s “best”, according to current time’s contents. For there 
are many ways to realize analogies: we can “live” a constellation’s con- 
tent on a so-called higher or lower level, we can live it in a more or less 
conscious or “redeemed” way. 

In the Eastern philosophies of karma and kismet there is no real evo- 
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lutionary progress. Yet, in astrology, which is after all a typical product 
of the occidental mind, we are always trying to make things better; we 
are always driven to reach some higher evolutionary step. Christian 
eschatology or the psychology of crucifixion tells us the positive side of 
problems and difficulties. This attitude has become firmly rooted in our 
collective unconscious. Thus modern psychological astrology in every 
situation tries to be constructive, too. The astrologer encourages his cli- 
ents to move towards more consciousness, towards more integration and 
wholeness. Astrology’s message says: go ahead and unfold your unique 
potential! 

Matters of destiny and destination have always been a part of the as- 
trologer’s duties. The chart is more than a shorthand description of an 
individual’s character and endowments. It also tells us about associated 
existential circumstances; “person = destiny” the formula says. Yet, this 
need not be seen as something that is awful and negative; our “destiny” 
need not be absolutely predetermined. We aren’t the helpless prey of 
some monstrous fate; we are the masters of our own lives. Subcon- 
sciously at least we are the directors of the whole play in which we are 
taking part; we chose the — necessary but optimal — conditions we need 
in order to evolve. 


that was most widely accepted. Just remember the Aristotelian doc- 

trine of the elements and temperaments. Or think of the medieval 
conception of melancholy — which was equated with Saturn and his pe- 
culiarities. To Paracelsus the soul was an “astral body”. Our body’s or- 
gans were the planets (similar to the Indian chakras). Between these in- 
ner power centers he saw some complex interaction — actors in a play not 
unlike a modern psychodrama. Nowadays Jungian psychology and the 
movement of Humanistic Psychology known as gestalt therapy refers to 
that ancient tradition. This is contrary to the mechanistic psychology of 
Behaviorism, for in the humanist view man is capable of inner develop- 
ment and growth. So-called individuation or self-realization is consid- 
ered to be the supreme value and ultimate goal of all emotional crises 
and processes. 

Astrology’s symbols are very similar to the products of the uncon- 
scious: to modern man both are quite “irrational”, dazzling, vague and 
ambiguous. Jung’s term “archetype” — which he empirically distilled out 
of myths and dreams — can be transferred to the planets and zodiacal 
signs without any serious theoretical problems. Both the archetypes and 
astrology’s principles are primordial images; their effect is an impersonal 
(or rather suprapersonal) and numinous one — this is especially so for the 
trans-Saturn planets. Both can be viewed as unspecific patterns or 
schemes of doing and feeling. Astrology’s symbols can also be seen as 
the collective spirit’s dimensions or categories — thus giving order to the 


iE FORMER times astrology provided the psychological typology 
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soul’s world. Last but not least the horoscope is symbolical of the self, 
symbolical of the whole and complete person. Interestingly, the chart is 
usually illustrated in the shape of a classical mandala: it is composed of a 
square (the quadrants) and a circle — an alchemical metaphor that prom- 
ises the substantial possibility of the diverging traits’ synthesis on some 
higher level. 

The research tools and the ways of knowing that humanistic psy- 
chologists use are also akin to astrological counseling; they usually apply 
qualitative methods (like individual case analyses). And let us not to for- 
get that intuition is extremely important to both therapists and astrolo- 
gers. 

Astrology is not a natural science but a spiritual one. Whereas the 
natural sciences are in search of universal laws, the spiritual sciences 
primarily deal with things that are unique and special. Whereas in a natu- 
ral science’s sterile experimental situation the researcher is seen clearly 
distant and separate from his object, in the spiritual sciences’ enquiry the 
observer cannot help but be personally involved. The research methods 
of phenomenology, hermeneutics — and astrology — are trying inwardly 
to understand the essential content of a topic or person. They want to 
detect the very specific structures of meaning of an individual object. In 
these spiritual sciences the researcher is trying to emotionally find him- 
self in his counterpart; there is no knowing apart from being, there is no 
knowledge apart from our personal experience and realization. In order 
to provide understanding to our subject we must allow ourselves to be 
touched and moved — especially regarding our individual faults and 
weaknesses! 

In this sense astrology is more art than science. The chart is similar to 
a poem, a piece of music or a painting — the astrological code is not some 
sort of biochemical formula. A chart’s symbolism needs interpretation; 
its contents need active mental penetration, some kind of conscious ar- 
ticulation by an “astral artist”. 

Interpreting symbols is 
a deep subjective mat- 
ter. Every  interpre- 
tation or counseling 
depends on the astro- 
loger, the chart’s owner 
and the setting, the time 
when this occurs — 
and on the interaction 
of these factors. In as- 
trology’s view the qual- 

7 ity of time is perma- 
Ge nently changing. Be- 
sides, because of the 
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many analogies possible, how a constellation will manifest cannot be 
foreseen. So, at different points in time and space, the “truth” the as- 
trologer discovers may also vary. Astrological findings often cannot be 
generalized. According to astrology’s paradigmatical presuppositions the 
only way that our process of research and interpretation can start is with 
the biographical — that is, with the individual, and the subjective facts 
that are then provided. This is the only way to finally reach any objectiv- 
ity or suprapersonal truth. 

Yet, as Goethe reminds us, “everything transient is just an image”. It 
is the interpreting astrologer’s highest duty to perceive the primordial 
patterns and structures that are at work beneath what is superficially visi- 
ble and audible. Interpretation is a process that encircles the essence ofa 
specific problem or topic; the analogies and associations that arise as 
things become successively clearer guide it. In this way the subjective 
elements of a person or situation can be transcended — by way of pa- 
tiently and continuously alternating the abstract (symbolic) level with the 
level of concrete manifestation. This is how some deeper, general, “ob- 
jective” truth of the point in question may come out. This is how in the 
counseling situation so-called “subjective evidence” is taking place - the 
chart’s owner feels “hit” by the astrologer’s interpretation; he feels rec- 
ognized, understood and supported — because some “higher” instance 
within (sense and destination) has been touched, because the client’s in- 
dividual theme has been placed into some greater, more comprehensive, 
archetypal context. 


and the spiritual sciences belong to fundamentally different 

worlds. In many respects they are diametrically opposed. They 
don’t understand each other; each is full of criticism and skepticism re- 
garding the other. They have totally different conceptions of objectivity 
and truth — and should stop their futile quarrel. Starting from different 
points and going towards different ends, the competition between their 
paradigms doesn’t make any sense. 

Yet, science cannot avoid reproaches from outside for being selective 
and reductive in its proceedings. Science’s quantitative methods of 
measuring and testing can only grasp small pieces and single parts of the 
complex whole. Science treats living organisms and cyclic processes in 
the same manner as it does solid and dead materials. The experimental 
method, which by definition is standardized (repeatable any time and in 
any place), fails when it is confronted with unique or individual phenom- 
ena. Science is especially unable to handle empirical data that are inter- 
woven with a qualitative conception of the moment and the numerals. 

Enquiries by means of questionnaires are also an inadequate method 
for testing astrology. Astrology’s symbols do not behave “correctly” in a 
scientific sense: they are complex and interactive; they are not linear and 


. STROLOGY has nothing in common with science. The natural 
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unidirectional like the characteristics of ordinary matter. Moreover, they 
do not obey the commands of classical logic; they are full of contradic- 
tions and opposites. And the chart’s owner may live the symbols’ con- 
tents in an active or passive way, he may realize them physically or emo- 
tionally — yet, whatever happens will still be in accordance with the 
underlying primordial principles or archetypes. However they manifest 
in life, the symbols’ internal consistence is never lost; yet, a symbol’s 
contents cannot be put into simple categories of A, B and C! 

Because of its quantitative view of numbers statistics are most inade- 
quate to test the truth of astrology. The primary supposition of statistics — 
that accidental distributions are present everywhere — is fundamentally 
opposed to the astrological conception. After all, the starting point of 
every statistic is kind of a chaotic, senseless and Darwinist universe; on- 
tologically, in this world of probabilities there is no room for any finality 
so there can be no conscious orientation towards some higher goal (or 
self). The larger the quantity of data that is collected, the higher the sci- 
entific status of the statistics, the less important and appreciated the sin- 
gle individual becomes — despite the individual being the original source 
and point of reference of the data. In statistics particularities are system- 
atically excluded and eliminated; statisticians euphemistically call this 
procedure “neutralization” or “anonymization”. In statistical testing all 
the things that are unique and special will fall outside of the table — 
though, in astrology’s view, individuality is the world’s central building- 
stone, 

In the past decades the paradigm of the natural sciences has become 
visibly shaken. Physics, the spearhead of science, after having provided 
for countless civilizing comforts, has been particularly upset. Physical 
science has reached the frontiers of time and space, and in doing so its 
tight causal-mechanistic categories have been overcome. In some ex- 
periments of quantum physics the postulated strict separation between 
the subject (investigator or setting) and the object that is being examined 
can no longer be maintained. As a result, the prevailing paradigm, which 
has dominated our thoughts and actions for centuries, is gaining new di- 
mensions. Room is again being made for the ancient concepts of spirit 
and psyche, which in fact never could be completely banned from the 
human sciences — even from those that are technically oriented like mod- 
erm medicine. 

That’s why the phrase paradigm shift is in everybody’s mouth now. 
Yet, since Kuhn’s days the concept “paradigm” has been generalized and 
somewhat changed. Popular science exaggerated and inflated the mean- 
ing of “paradigm shift”: in the beginning the term’s use was limited to 
single sciences like physics; later it became overloaded ideologically and 
became equated with some decisive turning-point of the occident’s scien- 
tific philosophy in general. Today it is a sort of slogan and a synonym for 
the dawn of the New or Aquarian Age, and it is associated with the de- 
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cline of Western egoistic-materialistic and technological thinking. This 
hippie idea of a universal revolution is moreover filled with great expec- 
tations regarding political, economic and social improvements. 

Astrology’s flourishing will surely accompany and support such far- 
reaching spiritual change. Yet, the stars’ teachings will only be able to 
play an active role in that process if we are aware of their specific pre- 
suppositions. Astrology shouldn’t unconsciously or even opportunely 
submit to that seemingly modern — but fundamentally incompatible — 
paradigm of quantities and causalities. If astrologers strictly keep to the 
base lines of their holistic model, they will not be able to talk of some 
“astrological factor” — something believed to be effective beside heritage, 
environment, etc. Measuring the planets’ physical radiations — in order to 
recognize their “influences” — is an absurd proceeding, anyway. 

Those astrologers who are not firmly rooted within their paradigm’s 
ground may run after scientific and social appreciation. But the key for 
astrology’s revalorization is in academic psychology’s hands. According 
to Kuhn this comparably “young” science hasn't formed a paradigm of 
its own yet. There is no consensus within the psychological community 
regarding their objects and methods of research. In order to find such 
common ground I guess the first thing would be to throw away all those 
statistical testings; psychologists — like astrologers — should liberate 
themselves from that unnecessary inferiority complex. Academic psy- 
chology should accept imaginative theories and conceptions like “the 
archetypes”; the process of “projection” should also be examined thor- 
oughly. Academic psychologists should no longer arrogantly ignore the 
soul’s spiritual dimension and its magical aspects. (Sadly, as yet they 
have been unable to define their science’s subject — the soul!) These 
types of advancements in psychology could pave the way for the better 
understanding and social acceptance of astrology. 


94 


Considerations XV: 4 


Yugoslavia 
Federation: 2:04 PM LMT (00:04 UT), 27" April 1992. Belgrade: 44NS0, 20E30 


Slobodan Milosevic concedes defeat 
11:20 PM (22:20 UT), 6" October 2000; Belgrade: 44N50, 20E30 
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Edith Wangemann 
August 29" 1917 — September 19" 2000 


7:54 PM LMT, 29" August 1917 
Magdeburg, Germany: 52N07, 11E38 
Koch houses 


Eric Weil writes: 
Edith Wangemann passed away after a long illness on September 19, 2000 at 
around 3:30 AM European summertime. 

She was very well known and highly respected in astrological circles both in 
Europe and internationally. In 1986 she received the Marc Edmond Jones Award 
in recognition of her accomplishments in and services for astrology. In the 70s 
and 80s she was a regular speaker at conferences in the US and Canada. 

By profession, Edith was originally a kindergarten nurse. She came to as- 
trology through her marriage to Helmuth Wangemann, who had studied with 
such famous traditional astrologers as Friedrich Schwickert and Frank Glahn, 
two astrologers with a high reputation for quality work. 

The Wangemanns lived in Hamburg and later moved to Wuppertal. 

After Helmuth’s death, Edith replaced him as president of the Kosmobioso- 
phische Gesellschaft. She accomplished an enormous quantity of work, organiz- 
ing congresses, seminaries and courses both in Wuppertal and throughout West- 
em Germany. In addition to her indefatigable organizing ability, she will be 
remembered for her insightful interpretations as an astrologer, for her successful 
fight for the recognition of the Koch Houses and for her advocacy of Isis. 

A few years ago she passed the presidency of the Kosmobiosophische Ge- 
sellschaft to Manfred Gerling. —Geneva, Switzerland 


96 


Who ? 


Ruth Baker, a regular contribu- 
tor on horary matters in Consid- 

erations, is a professional violin- 
ist. She lives in England 


Paul Mahler Dam is the author 
with his wife Annelise of five 
handbooks for professional as- 
trologers, and is the founder of 
the magazine Orions Flamme. 
Paul and Annelise live in 
Brendby, Denmark. 


Helen Best is a graduate in eco- 
nomics who lives in London, She 
is a regular contributor to several 
journals, 


Olivia Barclay, the author of 
Horary Astrology Rediscovered, 
is the principle of the Qualifying 
Horary Diploma course, which 
she directs from her home in 
England. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of 
Considerations. 


Shelagh Kendal is a consulting 
astrologer interested in personal 
and historical cycles, who has 
lived in England and the US, and 
now lives in Ontario, Canada. 
Her latest book, Cycles of the 
Century, was published in 1999, 


Grazia Mirti is the highly re- 
spected editor of Linguaggio As- 
trale, the 200+ page quarterly 
journal of the Centro Italiano di 
Astrologia, CIDA. She lives in 
Turin, Italy. 

For details of other articles by 
these writers that have appeared in 
Considerations, go to 


http://www.considerations- 
mag.com 


Considerations XV: 4 


Ken Negus, professor emeritus at 
Rutgers University, is very active 
in NCGR matters. Besides trans- 
lations and astrology, Ken is 
highly respected for his poetry — 
see for example those published 
in Considerations VIII: 2. 


Paul F. Newman is a teacher and 
writer on astrology who is based 
on the south coast of England. 
He is also an illustrator and car- 
toonist. His book You're Not A 
Person - Just A Birthchart was 
published in 1999. 


Dennis Saunders is a Homeo- 
path, a Naturopath, an Osteopath, 
and a very fine, experienced as- 
trologer, who lives in Johannes- 
burg and has been ‘into astrology 
for the past 45 years. He is an 
honorary life member of the As- 
trological Association of South 
Africa, having taught most of the 
members in the school he ran 
from 1975 to 1986. 


In addition to his work as an as- 
trologer Doug Smith, a former 
professor at York University in 
Toronto, practices homeopathy 
from his home in Haliburton, On- 
tario. 


Richard Vetter is a psychologist, 
consulting astrologer and author. 
His book Lebendige Astrology 
was published in 1989. Richard 
now lives in Germany’s Black 
Forest. 


Kristina Waardahl was born in 
Hungary but now lives in Sweden 
She is a part-time astrological 
consultant with diplomas from 
the Bakay Institute of Astrology 
and Olivia Barclay’s Qualifying 
Horary Course. 
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